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“QWUL DoUN 


WATE! 


By PME ns John R. Rice 


alls 


THIRSTY 


. 44:3 


(Preached at Christian Business Men’s noonday service and broadcast 
over a Chicago radio station, June 3, 1948. Mechanically 
recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


“ For I will pour water upon him that is thirs- 
ty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my 
spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine 


offspring.’”’—Isa. 44:3. 


Years ago I read a sermon by 
D. L. Moody in which he said, 
“God says, ‘I will pour water upon 
him that is thirsty’.” I did not 
remember any such Scripture, but 
I got a big concordance and found 
it and have rejoiced in _ this 
wonderful promise ever since. 


“For I will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
dry ground: [I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring.” 

That is very much like the 
prophecy of Joel: “And it shall 
come to pass in the last days, 
Saith God; I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh: and your 
sons and your daughters shall 


prophesy, and your young men; 


shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams,” quoted in 
Acts 2:17. It is a picture of a 
wonderful revival. 

God says, ‘Famine! Drought! 
Barren country!’ You do not 
know anything about it here: but 
if you were in West Texas when 
there was a real drought—when 
the ground cracked open and the 
grass died on the prairies, when 


the fields were seared and brown 
in midsummer and cattle died 
around the water holes—you would 
know what God is talking about, 
you would know that what we have 
in this country is a_ spiritual 
drought, a deadness, a coldness, a 
barrenness. God’s power has left 
us, it seems. But the prophet 
says, “I will pour water upon. him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
dry ground: I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring.” 

Isn't that a wonderful picture of 
revival? God says, 
down good.’ Down in West Texas 
we used to pray for rain. Some 
years there were only fifteen or 
twenty inches of rainfall in a 
whole year. And some years there 
was not nearly that much, Some- 
times when it looked like rain my 
Dad would say, “I hope it will be 
a gully-washer!” Do you know 
what we need in this country? 
We need an old-fashioned gully- 
washer of a revival! We need a 
cloudburst of God’s blessing. 


“I will pour water upon himf 


(Continued on Page 7) 


THE LAST 
JUDGMENT 


By EVANGELIST BILL RICE 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois 


As a boy in Decatur, Texas, I 
was greatly interested in the trials 
that were conducted in the County 
courthouse there. After school 
some of us would sit in the great 
windows and listen with awe and 
great admiration as _  Lobdell, 
Brown, McBirch and other law- 
yers questioned the witnesses and 


" gummed up their cases before the 


jury. Always we were enthralled 
by the dignified judge, referred 
to as “Your Honor,” who pre- 
sided over the courtroom and 
sometimes tried cases without 
a jury. | 
But the most amazing trial 
either you or I will ever. witness 
is described in Revelation 20:11 - 
15 which reads as follows: 

“And I saw a great white 
throne, and him that sat on 
it, from whose face the earth 
and the heaven fled away; and 

ere was found no place for 

m. And I saw the dead, 
dea: and great, stand before 

and the books were 

: and another book was 
pone, which is the book of 
: and the dead were judged 
aa those things which were 


written in the books, accord- 
ing to their works. And the 
sea gave up the dead which 
were in it; and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which 
were in them: and they were 
judged every man according 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Rev. Wm. H. Rice 


THE LONELINESS OF 


JESUS 


By REV. R. P. (Bob) SHULER, D.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
Pastor Trinity Methodist Church, Los Angeles 


“A certain man said unto Him, 


whithersoever thou goest. 


And Jesus said unto him, 


Lord, I will follow thee 
Foxes 


have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay his head.’’—Luke 9:57, 58. 


Jesus Christ was a neglected man. 


He still is. I once 


heard an old circuit rider say, “The sin of rejection is the 
sin that is damning the world.” Men refuse to have Jesus. 
They shut the door in His face. They seek comradeship else- 


where. 


From Bethlehem to the cross and from the open 


grave until now, Jesus Christ has been a lonely mart. 


Our text tells the brief story of 
a man wno made a great decision, 
announced it and then faded out. 
Luke says, “a certain man.” Mat- 
thew says, “a certain scribe.” 
That is all we know. We do 
know that he was seized upon by 
a new and demanding enthusiasm. 
He stepped out of the crowd. He 
at least made a start. Even if he 
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Dr. Bob Shuler 


They Mean 
Business— 


Do You? 


By the Editor 


This morning I received two 
tracts put out by Seventh Day 
Adventists about the Sabbath. 
Various Seventh Day Adventists 
have sent me many dollars worth 
of free literature, trying to get 
me to follow their cult and teach 
me their heresies. Seventh Day 
Adventists spend millions of dol- 
lars yearly on propaganda litera- 
ture. And thus they make many 
new friends and woo people away 
from orthodox churches. 

Last week as I walked along the 
street in Chicago a nicely-dressed 
colored man stood on the side- 
walk giving out literature for Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses. “If you can't 
have Heaven while you live, how 
can you have Heaven when you 
die?” he cried again and again. 
Tens of thousands of members 
of this false cult spend much 
of their time giving out litera- 
ture. And usually they are not 
colored people. Giant printing 
presses run all the time printing 
millions of books by Judge Ruth- 
erford and others, not teaching 

(Continued on Page 6) 


never went beyond that step, he 
must be given credit for having 


acted once. It is also to the 
credit of this “‘certain man” that 
he made his offer soon after a 
city of. the Samaritans had re- 
jected Jesus and the _ disciples 
were asking permission to call 
down fire out of heaven to devour 
that city. Possibly this “certain 
man” was moved by the answer 
of Jesus in which He clearly show- 
ed that He had no-desire to re- 
taliate or punish His enemies. 


At least it is clear that, moved 


| by a tremendous emotional stress, 


this “certain man” was momentar- 
ily ready to become a disciple. 
Indeed, he may have become a 
disciple, though the culmination 
of this incident is not recorded. 
Matthew says that “another dis- 
ciple” asked permission to go 
bury his father. This might de- 
note that the “certain man” ac- 
tually made good his offer. But 


— 


the interesting thing is that Jesus 
desired him to know clearly what 
his decision meant. Therefore 
Jesus said: “Foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air hav: 
nests; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head.” 


‘If you are genuine 
declaration,’ said Jesus to the 
“certain man,” ‘Il warn you that 
you are joining yourself to a 
homeless man, to a man who has 
nothing, to a man who offers you 
no more in this world’s scale of 
rewards than privation, persecu- 
tion and neglect. If you can go 
along with such a man, knowing 
the facts, the highway is open.’ I 
wish I knew whether or not this 

(Continued on Page 2) 


in your 


RADIO 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


Hear John R. Rice, radio 
station WAIT, Chicago, 820 
én your -dial, 6;00_ p. m. 
each Sunday. Please pray 
for the success of this pro- 
gram. Get others to listen 
in. Those desiring may help 
on the heavy broadcasting 
expenses. Write John R. 
Rice, 214 West Wesley 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


WHY GIVE 
INVITATIONS? 


By REV. FARIS D. WHITESELL, M.A., Th.D., D.D. 


Instructor, Evangelism, English Old Testament, Pastoral Theology 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago 


Evangelistic preaching natur- 
ally culminates in an invitation. 
The whole drive of such preaching 
reaches a logical climax in the 
appeal. Without the invitation 
the evangelistic message is in- 
complete and the effect of the 
message unknown. An evangelis- 
tic invitation is an appeal to make 
a public response to the claims 
of Christ. Such an appeal is the 
most exalted form of persuasion. 
More spiritual energy and com- 
passion are needed in the invita- 
tion than in any other part of the 
evangelistic service. Invitations 
are consonant with the genius of 
the Gospel, and must be given if 
we are to witness the life-chang- 
ing potentialities of the Gospel of 
Christ. The praecher does not 
fully deliver the burden of his soul 
until he has given the invitation. 
The evangel of God’s redeeming 
love deserves an immediate and 
whole-hearted, response, and the 
invitation calls upon men to make 
that response in some public man- 
ner. 


1. Invitations Are Biblical 


The Bible is full of appeals, ex- 
hortations, entreaties, pleadings 
and even commands to hear and 
heed the calls of God to men. 
From Jehovah's entreating ques- 
tion to Adam, “Where art thou?” 
in the third chapter of Genesis, to 


j 


| 


the final appeal of the Spirit and 
the bride in Revelation 22:17, the 
Bible is one re-echoing invitation 
to lost humanity to turn to Him 
who came to seek and to save that 
which was lost. 

True enough, we do not find an 
exact example of the modern 
evangelistic invitation in’ the 


Scriptures, but this fact does not 

condemn it as unscriptural. Many 

Christian practices and institutions 
(Continued on Page %) 
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The Loneliness of Jesus 


(Continued from Page 1) 


“certain man’ marched down the 
road with Jesus or melted back 
into the crowd. | 

Jesus had not been always thus. 
He clearly telis us He was pres- 
ent with the Father before the 
worlds were and before Abraham 
heard his call. 1 do not Know 
what throngs of celestial crea- 
tures surrounded Him in the morn- 
ing of creation. I do not know 
what acclaim and adoration were 
bestowed upon Him as He sat up- 
en His throne, high and lifted up. 
I did net hear the anthems and 
paeans of praise that were hfted 
when it became known that He 
was to take His long missionary 
journey earthward for the _ fre- 
demption of a lost world. I am 
certain that Heaven’s hosts mass- 


ed to do Him honor at His depar- 
ture. I can easily imagine the 
two who stood by Him on the 
mount of transfiguration as 


standing by His side as He bade 
the celestial multitudes farewell. 
He was not lonely there. But this 
Il know, when Jesus Christ, earth's 
Redeemer and the Saviour of all 
whe believe, came to earth, He 
was a lonely man. 


Christ Was Lonely Even in 
Babyhood 

So lonely was this Prince that 
as the angels sang their chorus 
over the hills and the star leaped 
forth above the manger, there 
were only the cattle of the stall 
and the sheep that had . been 
brought into the corral as His 
companions. His virgin mother, 
Joseph and He were alone in the 
stable. 

Ah, but you tell me I am 
wrong on this, for wise men jour- 
neyed from afar te welcome this 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 
How many wise men? The East 
was full of wise men, of men who 
had studied the coming of the 
Messiah, of men who knew the 
promise of God that deliverance 
should come. They had read the 
Seriptures that spake of Him. 

"The seed of @ woman shail 
bruise the serpent’s head.” “There 
shall come a@ Star out of Jacob, 
and a Sceptre shall rise out of Is- 
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racl.” “But thou, Bethlehem, Epa- 
ratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me 
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting.” “Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall call His name Im- 
manwel.” “The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come.” 

And yet only a few wise men 
came in that little caravan, a 
crawling speck in the desert, te 
greet the Deliverer of mankind 
and lay their gifts at His feet. 
Tradition says there were three. 
How few among so many! 


“But the shepherds were there,” 
you insist. How many shepherds? 
The hills of Judea and Galilee 
were filled with shepherds and 
their flecks. A thousand camp- 
fires burned that night, marking 
the sheepfolds of Israel. The song 
the angels sang rang afar. The 
proclamation was not whispered, 
“For unte you is born this day in 
the ecity ef David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” Yet 
only one little band of shepherds 
came down the hill by way of 
Herod's castle to find and worship 
their King. 

He whe was on the throne of 
His power and present in the cre- 
ation of the world, was lonely in 
His advent, shut out of the inn, 
visited by the few and only under 
shadow of the night; poorer than 
the foxes and the birds; without 
a shelter other than the stable or 
a pillow on which te lay His little 
head. 

And before He is able to toddie 
about on Fis baby feet, the great 
of earth seek His life. They hunt 
Him as hounds hunt a fox. Mary 
must hurriedly arise from her bed 
om the hay and, taking ber child 
against her bosom, must face the 
winds of an Egyptian desert, flee- 
ing for the hfe of the promised 
Messiah. What a_i procession: 
The royalty of Heaven attended 
by one woman and one man, seek- 
ing @ haven in a land that knew 
net God. 

But at last Herod is dead and 
they who seek the child's life 
have already forgotten that He 
was ever born. It is now safe for 
Him te go back to the “land of 
his nativity.” No messengers 
from the Caesars bear the wel- 
coming message to Joseph and 
Mary. No leyal host of Jewish 
believers come down into Egypt 
to escort Him back. He is so 
surely alome as that earth has no 
messenger to bear giad tidings to 
Him. An angel of Heaven must 
needs speak to Joseph and tell him 
that it is safe to go back. So it 
is that the three trail back, Jos- 
eph bearing what little they have, 
Mary with her Babe im her arnis 
or possibly leading Him “by the 
hand. They only. 


Jesus, the Lonely One at 
Nazareth 

I wish I knew something of the 
life of this God-man in Nazareth. 
The record is strangely’ silent 
there. I heard a learned bishop 
say that Joseph was very rich 
and influential, a great contrac- 
tor and builder, who undoubtedly 
sent his small Son to the masters 
for His education, as was proved 
by the fact that when but a little 
lad He confounded the doctors of 
the law with His wisdom. That 
is a wishful statement but lacks 
all support im fact. It does not 
fit. “Despised and rejected of 
men; a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief: and we hid 
as it were our faces from him; he 
was despised, and we esteemed 
him not.” 

I have pictured Him as a little 
lad om the vacant lots of Nazar- 
eth, where the boys played Dall. 
They are “choosing up’ im prep- 
Little Je- 
Sus stands there expectantly. He 
wants to play. They need an- 
other player but one of the lead- 
ers says, “No, no, He shall not 
play. My mother doesn’t permit 
me to play with Him. There’s a 
dirty story going the rounds 
about Him. His mother ran off 
down to Bethlehem when He was 
born. She wasn’t even married. 
He’s no good.” Anyway, that pic- 
ture fits. “A tender plant ... 
a root out of a dry ground... 
no form mor comeliness ,.,. no 
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beauty that we should desire him.” 


The architect of a universe was 
lonely at the carpenter's bench. 
Ne hosts of Heaven acclaimed 


Him im those hours. No friends 
of earth surrounded His growing 
up. The deadly, tragic facts of 
His missiom were already congeal- 
ing. He was alone. 

Years later He came back to 
Nazareth as a young preacher. He 
had come to His home town to 
preach, I remember when I went 
back te Grayson county, Virginia, 
to a spot twenty-two miles trom 
the nearest railroad town. I had 
been invited to preach the bacca- 
laureate sermon at Elk Creek 
Academy. When eight years ol 
age I had taken my father, who 
had decided to preach, down there 
every Monday mornimg and gone 
after him every Friday afternoon, 
riding “Old Bet” and leading his 
horse. It was seven miles from 
the mountain cabin where I was 
born. This was my mountain 
home. 

What a reception! People came 
from all over the mountain coun- 
try and hundreds drove in from 
surrounding counties. My kinsfolk 
were all there. Old mem who had 
known me when I was a child 
were sitting im the front row. They 
wept and shouted as I preached. 
The building would not hold a 
third of the crowd. They had 
wired the building for an address 


}system and loud-speakers carried 


my voice for hundreds of yards. 
Twe thousand people sat on the 
hill slope about the academy, 
hearing me preach. What a thrill! 
I was preaching to my home peo- 
ple. 

Jesus, too, came home _ to 
preach. But He left with a brok- 
en heart. He mounted the plat- 
form in the synagogue in “His 
own country” and taught. There 
was nothing wrong with the ser- 
mon. The people marvelled at 
His wisdom and at His mighty 
works. But they said, “is not 
this the carpenter's son? is not 
his mother called Mary? and his 
brethren, James, and Joses, and 
Simon, and Judas?” His sermon 
was compelling but they didn't 
like Him. They were “offended in 
him.” And im sorrow He re- 
marked, “A prophet is not with- 
out honour, save in his own coun- 
try.” Mark tells us that “he 
could there do no mighty work.” 
Matthew says the trouble was 
the “unbelief” of His home folks. 
Mark says that “he marvelled be- 
cause of their unbelief.” He just 
couldn't believe that His home 
folks would be like that. 

How tragic the statement that 
follows this account: “And he 
went round about the villages, 


teaching.” He hung around Naz- 
areth. He couldn't quite” give 
them up. This lonely Man, who 


longed for His home folks to love 
Him! 


He Could Have Had Friends 
—at a Price 


Following His baptism by John, 
the rite having been performed in 
a wilderness place far removed 
from stately temples and decorat- 
ed sanctuaries where the ecclesi- 
astical authorities read their ritu- 
als and vested choirs chant their 
soft “ah-mens,” Jesus went alone 
into the wilderness of temptation. 
The wild beasts stared at Him 
from their jungle haunts. For 
forty days He. was alone without 
food. He was not only lonely, but 
He was hungry. His physical 
strength had been sapped by His 
abstinence. And no friendly voice 
encouraged Him. No handclasp 
gave Him courage for the ordeal 


ahead. No smile of comrade 
cheered Him on. He was there 
alone. And yet not alone. The 


Devil was also there. 


The story of that battle is the 
story of two super personalities 
locked in mortal combat. The 
Prince of Heaven is arrayed 
against the satanic dictator of 
Hell. The Devil is undoubtedly 
seeking to switch Christ from His 
eternal purpose. He approaches 
this lonely Man in a _ benevolent 
attitude. He is friendly, gracious, 
generous. He would assist Jesus. 
He would make a helpful sugges- 
tion as to food. He would inspire 
Jesus to perform a miracle, that 
all men might know His heavenly 
connections. He would bestow 
tremendous wealth upon this Man 
who is poorer than the foxes and 
the birds. All he asks is that 


/ Jesus accept a new comradeship. 
“Fall down and worship met” 
The answer of Jesus, ‘Get thee 
hence Satan; be gone,’ caused the 
angel hosts to leap the parapets 
of Heaven and come down to min- 
ister to Him. For a little while, 
there im the wilderness way, He 
had company. His friends were 
about Him. It was like old times. 


A Lonely Ministry 

Se owt into His busy, blessed 
life of ministry He walked alone. 
A few surrounded Him. Twelve 
humble men followed Him upon 
the greatest enterprise of all time. 
He had a friendly shelter at Beth- 
any. There were lovely Marys 
who prayed and helped. But 
what man in all history’ ever 
started forth to revolutionize 
man’s thinking, his directions, his 
goals, with such a pitiful handful! 
Here is a King, but His kingdom 
is not of this world. Not onee 
did He stand upon some royal por- 
tico while the throngs acclaimed 
Him. Through His whole minis- 
try He was the despised and re- 
jected of men. 

More than once, those whom He 
had healed and ministered to de- 
serted. ‘But where are the nine?” 
The most heart-rending fact in 
the life and ministry of Jesus 
was that “he came unto his own 
and his own received him not.” 


But someone has a happy 
thought. The triumphant proces- 
sion! His entrance into Jerusa- 
lem amid the acclaim of the mul- 
titudes! There they marched with 


Him. There they shouted im tri- 
umph as He rode by. Surely on 
that day He was not neglected. 


But have you examined that pre- 
cession? Was it really a proces- 
sion or was it a tragedy? 

Jesus planned for that heur. It 
was to be His hour. He sent His 
disciples to get a little donkey 
that He might ride down the 
streets of the city that was dear 
te His heart. He had walked se 
much—up mountain slope, across 
desert and by the side of the sea. 
New He could ride. And He did 
ride. He rode in the strangest, 
saddest procession in which hu 
man beings ever shouted and sang 
and threw their flowers along the 
journey. He sat on the back of 


beasts of burden. He rode bare- 
back, His feet almost dragging 
the earth. The mayor of Jerusa- 
lem did not head that procession. 
No motorcycle escorts were pres- 
ent. The Caesars were not rep- 
resented. Royalty and wealth 
were absent. The King of the 
Jews was riding into Jerusalem, 
David's Holy City, but the rabbis 
and doctors of the law were not 
there. The scribes and Pharisees 
had nothing to do with that proces- 


sion. Here is the one who 
preached the Sermon on the 
Mount, the greatest teacher ac- 


knowledgedly who ever lived, the 
one of whom prophets wrote, the 
promised of God, Lut there is no 
speech of welcome from the city 
fattiers. He is not given the big 


Key to the city’s gate. Strange 
triumph! 
True, there were people there 


that day, many people. The blind 
were there. Now they saw. The 
lame were there, leaping and 
praising God, The dumb and deaf 
were there, their mute mouths 
shouting praise and gratitude; 
their deaf ears were hearing the 
glad voices of their fellows, The 
palsied were there, their hands 
steady. The lepers were there, 
clean and whole. Devil-posssessed 
victims of sin and despair jos 
that throng to shout of delivér- 
ance. The poor, the outcast, the 
humble, the umwanted—-they were 
all there. It was truly a great 
hour. 

But when you sift it to its 
dregs, the hour of triumph was 
an hour of agony of heart. Jeru- 
salem had refused her King. Did 
you ever realize how few the 
hours that intervened between 
this “triumphal march” and a 
night when a pale moon silhovu- 
etted a lone figure standing on a 
hill overlooking Jerusalem? The 
Man is weeping. shoulders 
sag. He is hurt. He looks down 
upon the dimly-lighted town. He 
would soon die for the people 
down there. He had left Heaven 
for them, for this is the “man of 
sorrows” whose little beast press- 
ed the palm fronds along the 
way on the day of His sad ‘'tri- 
umph.” 


Suddenly He voices a cry, half 
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the most despised among domestic | 
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sob, half verdict: “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stomest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy chil- 
| dren together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! 
your house is left unto you deso- 
late." “And ye would not!” 

But Jesus does not turn back. 
It is a lonely way but He must 
travel! it. “He treadeth the wine- 
press of the fierceness and wrath 
of Almighty God,” while on His 
'vesture is written the words, 
“King of kings, and Lord of lords.” 
What a paradox! 


Alone in Gethsemane 
The end is approaching. The 
floneliness of the journey is not 
| te be compared with the lIoneli- 
ness that is out ahead. He pre- 
| pares for it. He gathers His dis- 
|ciples together, They have a lt- 
the supper. He washes their feet. 
As if loneliness were not tnough! 


One of them goes out into the 
night on a mission. A mission 
\diabolie! The desertion has be- 


gum. Ahead is the garden. 

For this terrible ordeal He 
chooses three of His best, If 
there are any loyal ones, these 
pmares qualify. He takes them with 
Him out into the shadows. “Watch 
|} here,” He says. There is a mob 
gathering. His foes are busy un- 
der the shelter of the friendly 
; might. He withdraws to the place 
of prayer. There under the dim 
}stars He falls upon His face. 
“Pather, if thou be willing, re- 
move this cup from me.” “This 
cup”! What was in that cup? 

I heard one of my sons preach 
on “The Cup” until I thought I 
would cry out in protest. He pie- 
tured all the sins of all the cen- 
turies draining into that cup. Mug- 
der, treason, greed, avarice, filth 
ef every character, all emptying 
their slimy contents into that eup. 
The concentrated depravity of the 
human heart from Adam until Gol- 
gotha was in that cup. And al 
the dirt and corruption and de- 
generacy of man’s sinful nature 
until the end of time was gath- 
ered im that cup. God forgive us! 
We pressed to the lips of the 
lonely Som of God that cup! | 

“And his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down 
te the ground.” In such agony 
as man had never experienced, He, 
prayed, “Not my will, but thime, 
be dome.” And He arose, the red 
mud ef the garden clinging to Hig 


He stood there in the dim light 
looking down upon them. They. 
were asleep. He was indeed alone. 
What a cry went forth from His 
heart that night, “What, could ye 
‘net watch with me one hour?” 
Three times He journeyed to that 
spot beneath the trees of Geth- 
semane, crying unto the Father 
for relief. Three times He came 
back to those who were supposed 
to watch. But “their eyes were 


heavy.” It was His battle, not 
theirs. 
Tried Before Pilate Without 


a Friend to Defend 
Then itt was that the mob came 
upon Him, the hooting, howling 
mob. And lo, it was the chief 
priests and elders who led the 
mob. Ecclesiasticism had decided 
te kill Him. Nor did He resist. 
This was His hour. Though He 

(Contimued on Page 3) 
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could have called to His defense 
more than twelve legions of 
angels, He chose to go alone into 
the presence of Caiaphas, the high 
Priest, though, we are told. Peter 
followeqg afar off. Those who had 
walked with Him ig other days 
were scattered. They fled. About 
Him was the council of the church. 
They accused Him. Art thou “the 
Christ, the Son of God?” ques- 
tioned Caiaphas, seeking to entrap 
Him. But Jesus, though He had/| 
neither counselor nor friend to 
advise Him, did not shrink from 
that question. “Thou sayest,” He 
answered. 

Then came the uproar. The hall 
Where Caiaphas held his inquisi- 
tion was turneg into bedlam. The’! 
hely men of the sanctuary rent 
their clothes. He is a blasphemer' 
He is guilty of death. They 
buffeted Him. They smote Him 
With the palms of their hands. 
They did spit in His face. They 
ridiculed Him. They put a bilind- 
fold over His eyes and cried, 
"You're so smart, tell us who it 
was that hit you.” They mocked 
Him. Even the bold Peter denied 
Him. He cursed and swore and' 
said “I do not know the man.” | 
The lonely Jesus! 

When they were satiated with 
wrath and vengeance and the fires 
ef their passion had died down; 
they boung Him ang led Him to 
Pilate. Little was left by way 
of insult and reviling. Now they 
gave Him over to Pilate’s judg- 
ment seat. Death must come from 
Caesar. While the miserable 
Judas was hanging himself and 
the priests of the temple were 
gathering up the thirty pieces of 
silver which he had flung from 
him, Jesus stood before Pilate, 
alone. I have stood before the 
court, but always with friends 
packing the chamber and attor- 
neys battling for my rights. Jesus 
had no attorney. He had no 
friends in court. Where was John 
the beloved? Where were the 
Marys? Where were the people 
who had thronged Him as he rode 
into Jerusalem? ‘Where were the 
thousands He had fed with loaves 
and fishes? Where were the, 
blind to whom He had given. 
sight the lame to whom He had 
given strength, the despairing te) 
whom He had given hope? “Art 
theu the King of the Jews?” asked’ 
Pilate. “Thou sayest;,” answered 
Jesus. Where were His subjects? 

When Pilate asked, “What shall! 
I do then with Jesus which is, 
called’ Christ?” “They all say 
unto him, Let him be crucified.” 
Was there not one i 
voice? Did not that courthouse. 
have within it one man who would’ 
defend the blessed Saviour? “They | 
alj say.” It is unanimous. 

“His blood be on us, and on our’ 
children,” cried the mob. And 
from that fearful hour until this 
tragic day of Jewish persecution, 
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they amd all their children and 


their children’s’ children have 
known nothing but a trail of 
avenging blood. They left Him 
to die alone that day. God help 
them, He has left them to die 
alone on every day remaining! 
“Behold, your house’ is left unto 
you desolate!” He gaid this, not 
that He loved them less, but that 
their rejection was fimal, 


Crucified, Bearing Alone the 
Wrath of God on Sin 


Se they stripped Him and put 
upon Him @ scarlet robe, as be- 
cometh a mock king. Then, lest 
His royalty” be not sufficiently 
ridiculed, they platted a crown of 
thorns and put it on His head, 
“and a reed in his right hand.” 
They lashed Him and smote Him 
and with spitting and cursing, 
they leq Him forth te be crucified. 
Amd now there is another proces- 
sion. Up the hillslope He staggers 
under a beam of wood. No tender 
word, no encouraging smile, neo 
act of love or mercy, They curse 
and rail and heap their insults. 
Stil He goes on, until at length 
His strength is gone. He falls. 

If, on the outskirts of the crewd 
that day, His disciples were 
cringing, surely with their Master 


j flat upon the earth, crushed be- 


neath His load, there would be 
found enough courage to make 
them come to His relief. Where 
are they, anyway? “Must Jesus 
bear the cross alone ang all the 
world go free?” But the Roman 
soldiers discovered a_i stranger, 
said to have been a black man, 
in the throng and thrust him under 
the beam of wood. He was the 
enly helpful comrade of that fate- 
ful journey. And yet Jesus must 
have sensed the fact that at last 
someone was walking with Him 
towarg the top of the hill 

The cross! He had company 
there. A thief cried owt for mercy 
and fergiveness. It so thrilled the 
heart of Jesus that He said one Of 
the most beautiful things of His 
entire ministry: “To-day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise” What 
a thrill the angels had that day: 
Here comes the Conqueror. He 
has redeemed mankind. He has 
made possible etermal life for 
every man. For undoubtedly there 


was yet another procession. Amd 


riding im the golden chariet, as 
the royalty of the eternities ac- 
ctaimed Him, was Jesus, Sen of a 
virgin, Reedeemer of mankind; 
and riding with Him was @ ran- 
somed thief! 

Ne word of man can proclaim, 
however, the lonliness of that 
hilltop as the sun hid its face 
j end the earth went into convul- 
sions. His disciples were On the 
edge of the crowd. The Marys 
had crept in. There He hanged in 


such agony as Only world’s sin 


could bring to Him. He cries for 
a Grop of water. They give him 
vinegar mixed with gall. They 
gambled for His garments at the 
foot of the cross and left His holy 
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body exposed to the laughter and 
ridicule of the mob. Some sat 
down and calmly watcheqg Him 
die. They wagged their heads and 
reviled Him. They mocked Him. 
“He saved others, himself he can- 
net save.” And Pilate alone had 
something to say about this treat- 
ment. Though no mother hae 
ever been found who would name 
her baby boy Pontius Pilate, yet 
be it saig to his everlasting credit 
that he not only announced the 
innocence of Jesus, calling Him a 
just man, but dared, against pro- 
test of the mob, to set up over the 
cross on which Jesus died the in- 
scription, “This is Jesus the King 
of the Jews!” 

Then came the end. Deserted 
by His disciples, deserted by those 
whom He had helped and blessed, 
deserted by the church of His day, 
deserted by the women whose 
tender ministrations He had known 
in the blessed day of His ministry, 
He found Himself deserted by God 
the Father. Heaven turned its 
back. He must die alone. “My 
God, my God, why hast thon for- 
saken me?” This was the fing! 
cry of His lonely heart. 


Jesus Is Still Lenely! He 
Wants You! 

A picture that belongs te the 
past, you say. This was Jesus as 
the first century began. I answer, 
this is Jesus today. Only a frac- 
tion of the humanity He came to 
redeem acknowledge Him as 
Saviour and Lord. And even the 
many with whom He is popular 
as a teacher and as a man have 
lifted a question mark above that 
holy miracle within a virgin's 
womb. They that acclaim Him 
would pull Him down te the 
human level. His claim to deity 
when He stood before the council 
of the church and in the court of 
Pilate is ridiculed in theological 
schools of the twentieth cenbury 
aS in the day of His lonely trial. 
As a man He may have become 
popular, but as a God, men stand 
aloof and wag their heads at Him. 

In Europe, the land of shrines 
and holy places, Jesus Christ, the 
Sen of the living God, is lonely. 
They pilgrimage to the land of 
His nativity and stand where He 
steod on Carmel and on Olivet, but 
they no more walk with Him day 
by day than they did then. Even 
the council of nations that seek 
peace will not have the name of 
the Prince of Peace mentioned 
in their gatherings. In Christian 
America, we collect revenues from 
vices and terrible evils that damn 
the souls of those He came te re- 
deem. He is no more pepular today 


when He stands in the way of, 


ill-gotten gain than in the days 


when He cast the devils out of | 
men at the cost of other men’s. 


hogs. 

He is indeed the world's lonely 
Redeemer. And His constant 
question is, Will ye be My disciple? 
Will you walk with Me? Will 


you leave all and follow Me? Will 


you forsake father ang mother 
and wife and children and sister 
and brother and houses and lands 


and friends and popular acciaim 


and walk with One who is poorer 


| than the foxes ang the birds? 


When Jesus came to Golgotha 

They hanged Him on a tree; 

They drove great nails through 
hands and feet 

And made a Calvary; 

They crowned Him with a 
crown ef thorns, 

Red were His wounds and 
deep, 

Fer those were 
cruel days 

And human flesh was cheap. 


crude and 


When Jesus came te our 
town, ‘ 

They simply passed Him by; 

They did not hurt a hair of 
Him, 


They did not watch Him die; 

For men had grown more 
tender, 

They woulg not cast a stone; 

They only passed Him on the 
street 

And left Him there alone. 


Still Jesus cried, 
them 

For they know not what they 
do”’; 

He prays that prayer fer us 
tonight, 

For you ang you and you; 

We pass Him by and leave 
Him there, 

Without an eye to see, 


“Forgive 
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Emil Aanderud works as song 
leader, instrumentalist and Vocal 
Soloist in meetings with Evangel- 
ist Bill Rice, and we are pleased 
te introduce him to the readers of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 

When just a boy, Mr. Aanderud 
got hold of a trumpet and had 
visions of one day playing with 
a famous damce band he often 
heard on the radio. He worked 
hard, practicing three hours daily, 
and by the time he was fourteen 
years old was winning. state 
championships on the trumpet. 

He began playing professionally 
With various dance bands from 
coast-to-coast from the time he 
was out of high school wntil he 
was twenty-six. And then his 
great opportunity came! He was 
oifered a job with one of the best- 
known bands in America the 
very band he had always dreamed 
of someday joining! The same 
band with which Bing Crosby, 
years before, had become soe well 
known. 

Mr. Aanderud traveled with this 
bang to swank night spots all 
ever America. 
played to as many as eight thou- 
sand people. Usually the band 
was put on the air coast-to-coast 
by the National Broadcasting 
Company. Salaries were good 
even im the depression. 

But something was wrong. 
With all the money and popu- 
larity, it seemed that “discontent” 
was the keyword of the entire 


band. Many of the band mem- 
bers drank. Some smoked 
Marihuana cigarettes. The band 
leader took the wife of one of 
the mstrumentalists. Corruption, 
bickering, jealousy and _ revelry 


was their daily lot. Sickened and 
disgusted, his dreams shattered, 
Aanderud teft. 

At his father’s home a Lutheran 
minister won him to Chirst. 

Then came the war and he 
Played im one of the two finest 
army bands America boasteg dur- 
ing the war, doubling on Trumpet 


They sometimes, 
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HEAR EMIL AANDERUD PLAY AT 
SILOAM SPRINGS! 


and French Horn, 


After the war he joined the Ex- 
tension Department of the Moody 
Bible Institute where he served 
about six months with the W. W. 
Shannon party. When Mr. Shan- 
non’s health failed, Emij left the 
employ of the Institute and is now 
working full-time with Evangelist 
Bill Rice. 


Mr. Aanderud’s “pet” iIinstru- 
ment is the trumpet, and his own 
arrangement of gospel hymns as 
played on his horn is thrilling. He 
also plays the trombone ang the 
euphonium in revival meetings be- 
sides leading the singing and 
rendering vocal solos, 

He is thirty-three years old, is 
married amd has a son, Teddy, 
two years old. 

Those of you who are planning 
on attending®@the coming Sword 
Of The Lord Oonference On 
Evangelism at Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas will be pleased to knew 
that Mr. Aanderud will be there 
and will take an active part on 
the program, playing his mstru- 
ments daily and leading the sing- 
ing part of the time. 


Amd crucify our Lord afresh, 
As He prays for Calvary. 


I know I am right when I say 
that Jesus Christ desires nothing 
more than that men walk with 
Him. He does not need your 
wealth. The cattle upen a thou- 
sand hills are His. The wealth 
ef ere and soil and sea belong to 
Him. He does not need your 
contributions ef culture and wis- 
dem. His is the wisdom of God. 
He is perfect, and He alone is 
perfect. Qur only contribution 
can be in our loyalty. That is all 
He wants. We were made to be 
the companions of God. He made 
man for His comradeship. Christ 
died on Calvary that man might 
ence again walk with God. 

They buried Him in a borrowed 
grave and He arose on that first 
Easter morning. Only one woman) 
was there to greet Him, a woman 
out of whose heart and life He 


| hag cast many devils. She became 
i His messenger. 


He gathered 
about Him His scattered disciples. | 


| He heartened them. He gave them 


new strength. He teld them the 


| stery of a coming Pentecost and) 
| then He sent them out. 


He sent them out fer what? To. 
ido what? Toe build a mighty | | 
idynasty? Wo. To establish a} | 


| throne and set up a kingdom? No.| | 


To build institutions and promote 
machinery and form organiza- 

No. To set goimg a great 
invincible ecclesiasticism ? | 


disciples. To imvite the lest of 


| earth te walk with their Redeemer 


and know the persenal presence | 


; of their Saviour. ‘ 


The lonely Jesus was erga 
mot to walk alone! 

I cannot close ‘this message with- 
out saying that Jesus is goimg on 
unto perfection in the comradeship | 
of His own. How crude and) 
bungling His companions as He 
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He sent them eut to make’ 


walked this earth. They made 
such a poor out at t. They were 
So timid, when He was attacked. 
They were so helpless, when the 
mob claimed Him. But He was 
patient, kindly, always helpful. 
He knew that the day would come 
when they would measure up more 
nearly. It is | whe have chosen 
you’, said this Man, so hungry 
for the companionship of His own. 
‘I want you, I need you. I must 
have you. And I must have you, 
not lame and halting and failing. 
I must have you loyal and werthy 
and courageous. I must have you 
So genuine and splendid that I 
need not be ashamed of you as we 
walk down the streets ef Heaven 
ang the angels say, “There go 
Jesus and His earth-friends.” I 
must have you so consecrated and 
true that I can introduce you to 
the Father and say, “Father, these 
are My friends. I formed these 
friendships when I was on that 
missionary journey to the world. 
They are our kind. They are our 
folks. I want you to like them 
and be proud of them.”’ 

What.a gang He starts with! 
What saints they become under 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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to their works. And death 
and hell were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is_ the 
second death. And whoso- 
ever was not found written in 
the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire.” 
One thing that makes this the 
most unique trial in all the history 
of all the world is that the result 


of each trial is eternal — each 
sentence passed iS for keeps! 
Another thing that makes this 


judgment so unusual is that there 
is no possibility of error in judg- 
ment because the outcome does 


not in any way depend upon 
human wisdom or human testi- 
mony. That is becauSe the Judge 
is Christ! 


I. The Judge Is Christ 


No wonder John said he saw the 
earth and heaven flee away be- 
fore the face of the One who sat 
on the throne, for it was God he 
saw there in the person of His 
Son, Christ Jesus! No longer the 
humble servant, no more the lowly 
sacrifice, not now the suffering 
Saviour clothed in human flesh; 
but now the great God in all His 
glory, the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords — the Judge of 
rejecting sinners! 

There will be no errors in this 
courtroom where Christ is Judge 
because :— 


1. He Knows All Things 
A human judge is often in a 
quandry because he must rely 


upon human witnesses who give 
conflicting testimonies. Sometimes 
a human witness will deliberatly 
lie while on the witness stand for 
personal gain or to help a friend 
or to harm an enemy. Or a wit- 
ness may be so prejudiced that he 
will unconsciously “stretch” the 
truth. Or the imagfhation of a 
witness may play tricks on him 
so that he will “hear’’ things that 
were never said and “see” things 
that never did occur. 

I shall never forget hearing my 
big brother, John, (the editor of 


this paper) tell about the time 
he was a witness in a trial in- 
volving a car wreck. He was 


asked if he knew one of the 
parties involved, when he saw him 
last, etc. Then, just before he 
was dismissed from the witness 
stand, the lawyer asked him two 
questions: 


Question: Dr. Rice, what kind 
of a car was Mr. C-——-—- driving? 

Answer: A 1938 two-door Buick 
sedan. 

Question: And what color was 
it ? 

Answer: Black. 


The next witness to take the 
stand was the deputy sheriff who 
called the wrecker who had towed 


The Last Judgment 
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in the car in question. He, too, tes- 
tified that the car was a 1938 two- 
door Buick sedan, but when asked 
its color, he replied, “Green.” He 
was reminded that Dr. Rice had 
just said the car was black and 
vigorously replied that he didn’t 
care what Dr. Rice had said, he 
had the car pulled in from the 
scene of the wreck and he ought 
to know what color it was and it 
was green! 

Well, John talked to the prose- 
cuting attorney, and was asked 
if he wouldn't, upon thinking it 
over, agree that the car was green. 
But my big brother  is_ not 
exactly noteq for his readiness to 
give in on any issue and he 
wouldn't change—that car -was 
black! He had seen it many times, 
he had ridden in it, he had even 
driven it! The car was definitely 
black! 

Of course it didn’t amount to a 
hill of beans what color the car 
was it could have been pink 
or brindle but. just to settle 
the matter the two witnesses were 
sent to the garage to see what 
color the car was. 

John still chuckles (while the 
rest of us roar) when he recalls 
seeing the wrecked car again. The 
car was neither black nor green! 
It was blue. 

I am simply trying to show you 
that when a judge must reach a 
decision based upon human testi- 
mony, he is liable to be wrong, 
for human witnesses, no matter 
how sincere, no matter how wise 
and unprejudiced, are fallible. 

But when Christ is the Judge, 
there will be no mistakes. Peter 
was certainly right when he said, 
“Lord, thou knowest all things.” 
Jesus will know what is true and 
what is false and how to render a 
verdict that is exactly right and 
just. 
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2. He Is Righteous 


Furthermore, Christ will be a 
Judge who is righteous. As far 
as I know, most judges try to 
render just decisions. But all of 
us know that there have been 
judges who were false to their 
trust and who passed sentences 
that were unjust but advantage- 
ous to themselves or to. their 
friends. There have been judges 
who could be “bought.” But this 


will not be true when Jesus is the | 


Judge. Abraham was right when 
he said, “Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right?” 

Yes, the Judge of al] the earth 
will do right. No man will have 
any “pull” in this courtroom. The 
rich and the poor, the small and 


the great will all be judged with 
justice. 
3. He Has All Power 


Furthermore, this Judge will 
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His spell. Filleqg with His presence, 
kept by His power, washed in His 
blood, saved by His grace, sancti- 
fied by His infilling. ‘I will not 
be ashamed of you before my 
Father,’ He says. We must help 
Him there. We must see to it 
that He has no cause for embar- 
rassment when He escorts*us to 
the throne, 

Will it not be a happy-,hour for 
this lonely Jesus, when He is sur- 
reunded by His friends, those who 
are fit to be His firends? Not 
that our filthy rags will merit 
special notice. Our righteousness 
is too faulty, too spotted, too 
superficial. But He has a way 
of infusing part of Himself into 
us. Suddenly we fing ourselves 
transformed. Our feeble right- 
eousness has been supplanted by 
the righteousness of God. Then 
it will be that Jesus, at last con- 
tent, will be poor no longer. The 
little foxes and the flitting birds 
will not be richer than He when 
that hour comes. 

“For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.” 

They'll come trooping in from 


ee + eee » nae -—- 


the graveyards. 


_ 


They'll shake the 
water of the great deep from their 
hair. They'll rise from a thousand 
battlefields. What a company of 
His friends! The living will join 
them. And now, the final proces- 
sion! He will not be riding a 
little white donkey, with a dozen 
frail and faulty disciples following 
on foot. He will be in the midst 
of an innumerable multitude 
“which no man could number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and tongues.” There will be 
palm branches there also. And 
the redeemed will be waving them. 


And who are these, His friends? 


“These are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.” 


“And all the angels stood round 
about the throne.” The hosts of 
Heaven which have been with Him 
from the beginning will be there. 
And they will nod to each. other, 
while the organ plays the interlude 
to the anthem, and say, ‘‘These are 
His friends. He went to Bethle- 
hem after them, to Nazareth, to 
the wilderness, to the hill slope 
and seaside, to the garden, to 
Pilate’s court, to the slope of the 
bloody hill, to Mount Golgotha, 
to a borrowed tomb, and now He 
is happy. They are all about 
Him.” 


“He shall see of the travail of 


his soul, and shall be satisfied.” 
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have the power to make his disci- 
sions stick! 

Years ago the Al Capone gang 
just about ruled Chicago. It was 
common knowledge that they 
handled bootleg beer, ran_ the 
numbers racket and bossed houses 
of prostitution. Yet, it seemed, 
the gang was safe from the hand 
of the law. Policemen, judges, 
lawyers and witnesses were either 
bought off or bumped off. For 
years the gang ruled in the black- 
est era of Chicago’s history until 
finally the gang was broken up 
and Scarface Al Capone was sent 
to prison. 


But there will be no _ bloody 
bosses when Jesus is the Judge at 
the last judgment. No one is 
going to bluff, bully or bribe thi? 
Judge. There will be no big-shots 
or little-shots! John said, “I saw 
the dead, small and great .. .” 
All will be on the same level. 


And this Judge will make his 
verdicts stick! There is no higher 
court to overrule them. There 


will be no parole boards to turn the 
criminals loose to sin again. . 

Jesus said, “All power is given 
ulffo me in heaven and in earth.” 
This Judge is all-powerful. He 
will know what verdicts are right, 
He will render verdicts that are 
right, and He will have the power 
to make His verdicts stand. 


If. The Judged 


Who will stand before the Great 
White Throne to be judged? When 
I was a boy I thought that every 
person who ever lived would be 
there and that God and the Devil 
would divide the good from the 
bad. I thought God would say, 
“I will take this one and you can 
have that one and I will take 
these two and you those two,” etc. 
But nothing could be sillier than 
this foolish belief. It is without 
one verse of Scripture to back 
it up, though many hold it even 
today. The Scriptural truth is 
that no Christian will ever stand 
in judgment before the Great 
White Throne. 


1. Christians Saved 
From Judgment 


No Christian will ever be judged 
for his sins at the Great White 
Throne Judgment. The very fact 
that he is a Christian means that 
he is saved from such a judgment. 
John 5:24 states this clearly: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condem- 
nation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” 
Notice that in the Greek the 
word for condemnation is. also 
translated judgment in most 
places. Those who believe in 
Christ, then, shall not come into 
judgment but are already passed 
out of death into life. Notice, too, 
that 
Salvation Is an Earth Matter! 
The verse we have just quoted 
says he that hears Jesus’ words 
and believes “hath” or “now has” 
everlasting life. It does not say 
they will have everlasting life 
after they die but that they have 
it right now. 
Neighbor, learn this_ simple 
truth right now and learn it for 
keeps: salvation is an earth mat- 
ter. You must be saved right now 
while you live on this earth or 
you will never be saved. And, 
on the other hand, if you have re- 
ceived Christ, then you dre defi- 
nitely saved right now and saved 


forever. If you have Christ you 
mow have everlasting life — not 
someday, not aftér death, but 


right now. 

And no one is ever going to be 
saved at any time after death. 
Occasionally some good deacon 
will end his prayer by _ saying, 
“And save us all in Heaven,” but 
— I speak kindly—his ignorance 
is showing. No one is going to be 
saved in Heaven; no one is ever 
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going to Heaven unless he has 
first been saved here! 

Occasionally some good mother 
or brokenhearted father asks me 
to pray for a departed son or 
daugther. As kindly as I know 
how I explain that if the loved one 
died in Christ, he has no need of 
my poor prayers and if he died 
without Christ, then all the pray- 
ing in the world will do him no 
good. Salvation is a life matter. 

To those of you who read this 
may I say you are either defi- 
nitely saved or deliberately lost 
right this very minute! Notice 
John 3:18, 

“He that believeth on him 
[on Christ] is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” 

Jesus plainly said that those 
who do believe are not con- 
demned but those who do not 
believe are condemened already — 
not at some later date — but con- 
demned already! 

John 3:36 tells 
thing, 

‘He that believeth on the Son 


us the 
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same 


hath everlasting life: and he~ 
that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on 
him.” 


If you are in Christ, you are 
saved already and will never come 
to judgment. As a matter of fact, 
the dead in Christ will have been 
resurrecteq a thousand years be- 
fore the time of the Great White 
Throne Judgment and Revelation 
20-4b, 5 plainly says so. 

“. . .And they lived and 
reigned with Christ a _ thou- 
sand years. But the rest of 
the dead lived not again until 


the thousand years were 
finished. This is the first 
resurrection.” 

2. Only Unsaved Will Be Judged 


Who, then, will be the judged? 
Only those who die without Christ. 
The Lord Jesus died for sinners 
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that they might be saved from 
the judgment and saved from 
going to Hell forever. But, unfor- 
tunately, there are some who will 
not turn to Christ, who will not 
accept His offer of pardon, who 
will not trust in His. blood. Christ 
died for all sinners, but all sin- 
ners will not accept Him as their 
Saviour. : 

To make this more practical, let 
me be personal and ask you this 
simple question— Have you ac- 
cepted Christ or will you be one 
of those who will stand te be 
judged on that dread day? 

3. The Judged Are Doomed 

But, if every one who stands 
before the Great White Throne is 
already doomed and going to go to 
Hell, then why have a trial at all? 
Let me answer that question by 
asking another: Why do our 
criminal courts sometimes place 
men on trial whose guilt is al- 
ready established beyond all doubt, 
perhaps even confessed? We give 
them a fair trial in order that not 
only a few towns people who are 
“in the know” but that all the 
world may understand the justice 
of his punishment and the exact 
degree of His punishment may be 
decided upon. They are not being 
judged to see whether or not they 
are going to go to Hell — they 
are. In fact, these will have al- 
ready been in Hell. Their doom 
was already established when they 
died without Christ. 


Ill. The Judgment 


If you rob a bark and get 
caught (as you would) you will be 
put in jail. Later on-you will be 
taken from jail to the courtroom 


where you will stand trial for 
your wickedness. The court will 
determine the “extent of your 
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The Last Judgment 


(Continued from Page 4) 


guilt and sentence you to so many 
years in a given prison ang you 
then go back to jail to serve your 
sentence. So men today who die 
without Christ go to Hell. Later 
they will be forced to stand trial 
for their wickedness and then go 
back to Hell to serve their 
sentence. They will be 


1. Judged According To Their 
Works” 


Rev. 20:12b says, 

“..,., and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were 
written in the books, according 
to their works.” 


And again in verse 13 we read, 

“ ., . and they were judged 
every man according to _ their 
works.” 

They are not being judged to 
see whether or not they are go- 
ing back to Hell—that is already 
determined. They § are being 
judged to determine the extent of 
their wickedness that they may be 
sentenced accordingly. 

Christians, in Heaven, will one 
day stand before the Judgment 
Seat of Christ (Rom. 14:10) 
where their works will be judged. 
There “every man’s works shall 
be made manifest,” whether it is 
as gold, silver and precious stones, 
or like wood, hay and_ stubble 
that is of little value. Thus they 
will be judged, not to see whether 
or not they are going to go to 
Heaven (they are already there) 
but to see what rewards they 
have earned. 

So the lost before the Great 
White Throne will be judged ac- 
cording to their vorks to see 
what degree of punishment they 
must suffer in Hell. 

2. Degrees of Punishment in Hell 


Evidently, then, there will be 
different degrees of punishment in 
Hell. No place in Hell is going 
to be a Sunday School picnic but 
evidently some will be made to 
suffer more than others there. 
The Bible teaches again and 
again, 

“  .. be sure your sin will find 
you out” (Num. 32:23). 

“Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for’ whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7)2 5 e 

In this life a man’s sins will 
find him. out in a tortured con- 
science, a broken heart, ruined 
body, broken mind, empty pock- 
ets, etc. but often he reaps only 
incompletely from the sin he has 
sowed. For example, if one man 
kills another, he may, himself, be 
killed in return. But he has not 
paid for the suffering and anguish 
he has caused the parents, wife 
or children of the man he mur- 
dered. Nor could a man like Hit- 
ler, who caused the misery and 
death of millions, possibly pay 
for all of them in this life. At 
the judgment, therefore, a man 
will be sentenced exactly as he 
deserves, according to his wicked 
works, 


Let no man fool himself into 
believing he is “getting by” with 
anything today. There is an- 
other day coming for you—Wise 
Guy—JUDGMENT DAY! There 
your sins will finally and com- 
pletely find you out and you will 
be sentenced accordingly and you 
will spend all .eternity in Hell 
reaping what you have sowed, 
paying for your sins. 

3. Sins Recorded in God’s Books 

For the sinner’s deeds are faith- 
fully recorded in God’s books 
which will be opened and made 
public at the Judgment. Vile se- 
eret sins will be made public. Men 
who go to the big city on week- 
ends for “business” reasons and 
live in lust; thinking no one will 
ever know; women who play the 
harlot; vile habits, sinful pleas- 
ures and sordid deeds that are 
kept so Carefully hidden—these 
will be shouted from the house- 
tops when the books are opened 
on Judgment Day! Little wonder 
that 

“... the kings of the earth 
and the great men and the 
rich men, and the chief cap-— 
tains, and the mighty men, and 
every bondman, and _ every 
free man, hid themselves in 
the dens and:in the rocks of 
the mountains; And said to 
the mountains and rocks, Fall 


| 


oh us, and hide us from the 
face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: For the great 
day of his wrath is come; 
and who shall be able to 
Stand?” (Rev. 6:15-17). 


When secret sins are made pub- 
lic, when wickedness is shown up, 
then men’s hearts will beat wild- 
ly with fear and they will pray 
that the rocks and mountains will 
fall on them and hide them from 
the “FACE OF HIM THAT SIT- 
TETH ON THE THRONE”! This 
will probably be the most horrify- 
ing experience any human being 
will ever experience. And _ to 
think that some of you who read 
this will probably be_ there! 


IV. The Book of Life 


Of course I can imagine that 
many of you might wonder wheth- 
er or not I, myself, will stand be- 
fore the Great White Throne to 


be judged for my sins and then 
Sent on to Hell, ‘the lake of fire.’ 
My answer is simply, “No. I will 
never be judged there for my sins 
and there is no danger of my ever 
going to Hell.” Let me quickly 
explain that I do not have this 
assurance because I believe I am 
better than you, nor because I am 
a preacher of the gospel, nor be- 
Cause of any good thing I have 
ever done in all my life. I realize 
fully that if I got what I deserved 
I would surely go to Hell forever. 

Nevertheless, I shall never be 
tried in the judgment nor be sent 
to Hell. The Bible says, ‘‘Whoso- 
ever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire.” But my name is 
written in the Book of Life. Let 
me tell you how it got there, 

My Conversion 

When I was nine years old our 
pastor, Rev. R. E. Bell conducted 
a revival meeting in the -.First 
Baptist Church in Decatur, Tex- 
as. I went every. night 
Mother and Dad and an _ older 
brother, Joe. I1 greatly enjoyed 
the singing and was delighted when 
Brother Bell would tell a good 
Story to illustrate some point in 
his sermon. As far as 1 remem- 
ber, however, I had no particular 
sense of guilt over my own lost 
condition; in fact, I did not real- 
ize that I w4s ‘ost: 

Then one day I was walking 
home from the Post Office with a 
friend named Clayton, two years 
older than I. As we walked be- 
neath the water tower Clayton 
said something that had a “damn” 
in it. “Listen, Clayton,” I said, 
“vou better not talk like that! If 
you aren’t careful you'll go to 
Hell!” He turned to me and said, 
“What about yourself? I've 
heard you say the same thing and 
if I go to Hell, you will, too?” 


He was right. He had taught 
me some cuss words and I had 
been using them and I realized 
that if he was a sinner, I was, 
too. For the first time in my 
life I saw myself as a sinner who 
had deliberately done things that 
were wrong and displeasing to 
God and it scared me half to 
death! I said, “I’ve got to go 
home right now,” and headed out 
for home as fast as I could run. I 
ran down the alley back of Rigger 
Dry Goods store, the theater and 
Arnett’s Grocery to Main Street 


and then down the hill four blocks. 


to our house. I ran in through 
the bedroom, dining room and into 
the kitchen where my mother was 
standing by the stove making bis- 
cuits. “Mother,” I said, “am I 
going to Heaven like you and 
Daddy are?” 

My lovely mother looked at me 
a moment, realizing the time had 
confe for which she and my father 
had prayed as they had read the 
Scriptures and prayed with me 
time and again. “Just a minute, 
Son, and I’ll tell you all about it,” 
she said as she washed the dough 
from her hands under the faucet 
and dried them on her apron. Then 
she reached high up on the cab- 
inet and got down her large black 
Bible, which she opened as she sat 
dowh on a ‘rope:bottomed chair. 
She explained to me that I was 
not saved just because she and 
my father were. “Each of us,” she 
told me, ‘“‘must be saved for him- 
self.” 

“But what can I do?” I asked. 


with 


“You can sing solos and Dad can 
preach, but what can I do?” 1 
was only nine yea.s old and felt 
so incapable of doing anything 
for God that would merit salva- 
tion. 

And then, while I squatted on 
the worn linoleum beside her 
chair, Mother explained that she 
was not saved because of any- 
thing good she had ever done or 
tried to do but that she was a 
Christian because she had receiv- 
ed Christ. I remember she read 
John 3:16 and some other verses, 
too, although I have forgotten 
what they were. I think she read 
John 1:12 because I know she ex- 
plained that to believe in Jesus 
meant to receive Him. Then and 
there, as best I knew how, I ask- 
ed Jesus to save me and forgive 
me for my sins and trusted Him 
to do it. I remember how I knelt, 
burying my face in the Bible on 
her lap while she placed her hands 
on my head and prayed for me. 
An assurance of salvation that lI 
have not doubted from that day 
to this came into my heart. 


My mother told me to be sure 
and make it public that I had 
accepted Christ, and so that night 
I went to church all cocked and 
primed to go forward publicly. I 
do not remember what the pastor 
said in his sermon but I do re- 
member I thought he took too 
long to say it! I thought he 
never would shut up and give the 
invitation! But he finally closed 
his message and asked that those 
who would accept Christ come 
forward to make it public and, 
before they had time to begin 
singing, I ran down the aisle and 
shook his hand and said, “Brother 
Bell, today in our kitchen I took 
Jesus as my Saviour and Mothesg 
said I ought to come and let you 
know!” 

And that day a marvelous thing 
happened in Heaven. God took 
down the Book of Life and wrote 
my name in it! It is there today! 
If you could go to Heaven right 
now and see the Book of Life; if 
you could turn past the A. B. C’s, 
on down to the R’s and go down 
the line through the Races, Reeces, 
Reeves, and on to the Rices, you 
would see my name there—Bill 
Rice! It is there, not because I am 
good, for I am not. It is there, 
not because of anything good |] 
have ever done, but because, as 
best I knew how, I took the Lord 
Jesus Christ as my Saviour, 
trusting Him to save me and for- 
give me my sins, 


An Invitation 


And what I have done, I urge 
you to do. Why don’t you—no 
matter who you are or what you 
have done—turn to the Lord Jesus 
Christ today. Trust Him to save 
you and He will. This is the only 
way you can escape the judgment 
and Hell. 

Will you please write me to let 
me know that you will take Christ 
as your Saviour? I would cer- 
tainly feel more than repaid in 
full for the time spent in writing 
this message if I could know that 
you have turned to Christ and 
“shall not come into judgment, 
but are passed from death unto 
life.” 


WILL YOU SIGN THE FOL- 
LOWING STATEMENT AND 
MAIL IT TODAY? 


Evangelist Bill Rice 

o/o THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Rice: 


I have read the sermon on “The 
Last Judgment” and am writing 
to let you know that in my heart 
I here and now take the Lord 
Jesus as my own Saviour, trust- 
ing Him to save me and forgive 
me my sins. 

Sincerely yours in Him, 


= 


Signed 
Address 
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now in use are not mentioned in 
the Scriptures, yet. we do not 
consider them wunscriptural. We 
find no references in the Bible to 
Sunday schools, young people's 
societies, women’s missionary or- 
ganizations, church _ buildings, 
ushers, hymn-books, offering en- 
velopes, church bulletins, com- 
munion cards, church pews and 
the like, but who would cast them 
all aside for this reason? Any- 
thing that helps us to carry out 
the principles and teachings of the 
Scriptures in a more efféctive and 
practical way is Scriptural. The 
evangelistic invitation does ex- 
actly that: it is a practical aid in 
bringing men to Christ openly 


cording to the New Testament, is 
the main business of Christians. 

Let us examine the 
Somewhat on this: subject. Close 
parallels to modern 
invitations can be found in some 
Bible passages. Moses gave an 
invitation in Exodus 32:26, when, 


scriptures 


en calf, he stood in the gate of the 
camp, and Said, “Who is on the 
Lord’s side? Let him come unto 
me.” All of the sons of Levi 
gathered unto Moses, but the peo- 
ple of the other tribes refused to 
Stand with the Lord's people. An 
evangelistic invitation is designed 
to call men to take the Lord’s side 
and forsake the world’s side. 


Joshua appealed to Israel to 
make a definite decision and com- 
mitment, «when, near the close of 
his life, he gathered all the tribes 
to Shechem, and said, “Choose 
you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the 
other side of the flood, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land ye dwell: but as for me and 
my house, we will serve’ the 
Lord” (Joshua 24:15). When the 
people said they would choose and 
serve the Lord, Joshua put it 
down in writing and had a great 
stone set up there under an oak 
as a witness to their decision. 
Joshua called for a public declara- 
tion of loyalty to Jehovah, and 
hag it recorded and memorialized 
so they could never forget. King 
Josiah gave a public invitation, 
when he called an assembly of the 
people, after the book of the law 
had been found and read to them, 
and called upon them to stand in 
assent to a covenant to keep the 
law of God (II Chronicles 34:30- 
32). Ezra called upon th: people 
to swear publicly to carry out his 


reformations (Ezra 10:5). A sim- 
ilar event is recorded in Nehe- 
miah, chapters 10 and 11. Here 


a covenant of loyalty to the Lord 
and His law was made and signed 
by the Jewish leaders and the rest 


of the people (Nehemiah 9:38; 
10:29). 
Jesus gave invitations. He said 


to Peter and Andrew, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of 
men” (Matthew 4:19). He said 
to Matthew, “Follow me.” And 
he arose, and followed Him (Mat- 
thew 9:9). These invitations 
clearly imply a call for action. 
It could also be possible that He 
had some kind of public commit- 
ment in mind when He said, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give 


and publicly, and that work. ac-'! 


Why Give Invitations? 


you rest. Take my yoke upom 
you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shal) find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my bur- 
den is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
Jesus invited Zacchaeus down out 
of the tree, when He said, “Zach- 
chaeus, make haste, and come 
down; for to day I must abide at 
thy house” (Luke 19:5). 

Jesus gave the parable of the 
Slighted dinner invitation, when 
the lord said to his servants, “Go 
out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, that- 
my house may be filled’ (Luke 
14:23). The American Standard 
Version says “constrain” instead 
of “compel” but either word im- 
phes strong persuasion. The fif- 
ceenth chapter of Luke tells of the 
shepherd seeking his lost sheep 
until he found it, and of the wom- 
an lighting a candle and diligently 


| Searching the house until she had 


evangelistic | 


aiter the destruction of the gold- | 


found the lost coin. Jesus did 
not use any high-pressure meth- 
ods, however. He was more in- 
terested in quality of discipleship 
than He was in quantity of disci- 
ples. But we live in the age of 
the Holy Spirit, when we are able 
to do what even Jesus could not 
do. We must seek for both qual- 
ity and quantity. We should 
reach all we can in all the ways 
we can. 

The apostles often used persua- 
sion of an intense degree. On the 
day of Pentecost, Acts 2:40 tells 
us that Peter, “With many other 
words did... testify and exhort, 
saying, Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.” These 
words imply strong persuasion. 
In the house of Cornelius, Peter 
even commanded people to be 
baptized. Acts 10:48 reads, “And 
he commanded them to be bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord.” 
On several occasions Paul “per- 
suaded” people (see Acts 19:8, 26; 
26:28; 28:23). An evangelistic in- 
vitation is a form of persuasion. 
Baptism stood for about the same 
thing in apostolic days as coming 
forward and making an open dec- 
laration of faith does today. Bap- 
tism was the public line of de- 
marcation between the old Ihife 
and the new in New Testament 


times, and most certainly called 
for public confession and  per- 
sonal identification with the 


Christian group. Paul uses strong 
language and emotion when he 
recites to the Ephesian elders how 
“that by the space of three years 
[he] ceased not to warn every 
one night and day with tears” 
(Acts 20:31), and that he had 
done this “publickly, and from 
house to house” (Acts 20:20). If 
he did not use our methods of in- 
vitation, he must have had -some- 
thing akin to them. In II Corin- 
thians 5, Paul says, “The love of 
Christ constraineth us,’ and 
“Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God did be- 
seech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God.” These are strong terms. 
In an evangelistic invitation, we 
do present the constraining love 
of Christ, and beseech and pray 
men to be reconciled to God by 
an immediate surrender and pub 
lic manifestation of the same. 
The last invitation of the Bi- 
ble, Revelation 22:17, is signifi- 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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ters when they have left the meet- 


Why Give Invitations? 


(Continued from Page 5) 


- 


cant and suggestive, “The Spirit 
and the bride say, Come, - And 
let him that heareth Bay, Come. 
And ict him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely: The 


Spirit says “Come” within the 
heart and soul of the lost sinner. 
The bride is the wife of 


the Lamb and must be the saints, 
or the Church. The bride says, 
“Come."' The preacher or evan- 
gelist voices the invitation of the 
bride in his evangelistic appeai. 
Ali who hear should join in the 
invitation to come. 

Modern evangelistic invitations 
are of comparatively recent ort- 
gin, but the spirit and principle 
of the evangelistic invitation is as 
old as the Bible itself. The Ameri- 
can evangelist, Asahel Nettleton 
(1783-1844), began using the in- 
quiry room around the year 181/ 
in connection with what he called 
“anxious meetings.” Many evan- 
gelists since have used the inquiry 
reom successfully. The inquiry 
room offers the best means of 
separating seekers from others 
fer purposes of instruction and 
decision. Evangelists | 
Moody and Major Whittle were 
kmown as experts im the use of, 
the inguiry room. The practice 
arose of asking people to go inte 
the inquiry room either after the 
benediction or during the closing 
invitation period. 

Evangelist Charles G. Finney 
first used the “anxious seat” m 
the Rochester, New York, revival 
of 1831. He had certain seats re- 
served near the front for those 
Willing to admit that they were 
umder conviction and anxious 
about their souls. A first step 
toward conversion was to sit on 
the “anxious seat.” Finney often 
addressed some of his sermon to 
the people on the “anxious seat.” 
His purpose was to bring the un- 
converted to an immediate deci- 
gion and to a public commitment. 

Both the “anxious seat” and the 
inquiry room paved the way for 
various other types of invitations 
fer public declarations, and thus 
it seems our present-day imvita- 


tions originated. | 


2. Invitations Are Logical 

Evangelistic sermons are for 
the purpose of winning people to 
Christ. Every effort is made dur- 
ing the evangelistic meeting to 
create an atmosphere favorabie 
fer decision. What better 
amd place could there be for be- 


coming a Christian than in such | 
a meeting? Why not ask for the 


decision immediately? Favorable 
inclinations may soon pass away 
if people leave the meeting with- 


out acting upon these highest im-| 


putses. Satan will soon snatch | 
the Word from their hearts and 
fii their thoughts with other mat- 


We live in a day of skillful and 
high-pressure advertising. People 
are accustomed to all kinds of ap- 


peals. Radios, newspapers, mag3- 
zines and billboards bring a fleod 


of solicitations to see and to buy.| 


Salesmen ask wus to sign on the 


‘dotted line when their sales ap-' 


peal ends. Our generation is per- 
haps more invitation-minded in 
this respect than any other has 
even been. We should utilize this | 
invitation-consciousness at every 
favorable evangelistic opportunity. 

Evangelistic meetings im our 
day have educated people to ex- 
pect the invitation at the close 
of the Gospel message. Some 
persons may feel that they can- 
net become Christians unless the 
opportunity is offered them te 
take a public stand for Christ. 
We should not disappoint any 


such. We are free from the blood 
of all men, as far as public minis- 
try is concerned, when we give a 
urgent and warm-hearted 


clear, 
evangelistic invitation. 


3. Invitations Are Psycho- 
1] 


ogical 

They are supported by the best 
principles of modern psychology. 
Emotions aroused and desires stir- 
red will soon pass away unless 
im- 
pulses are harder to generate the 
second time than they were the 
first time if the first impulse did | 
old 
proverb, “Strike while the iren is) 


acted upon at once. Good 


not result im action. The 


| gree of assurance of salvation than 


time . 


tic invitations. One of the rea- 
sons why our movies and radio 
dramas usually have a bad effect 
is because they stir the emotions 
to a high pitch and do not offer 
any practical outlet for action. 
An evangelistic sermon delivered 
in the power of the Holy Spirit 
arouses the very highest emotions, 
aspirations and desires—-God Him- 
self moves mightily upon men. is 
it not well-nigh crimimail if we 
fail to give opportunity for pub- 
lic decision? Opportunities to 
meditate privately upon good im- 
pulses, and to take plenty of time 
to act upon them, are almost a 
thing of the past. Everyone is 
busy today. Many things press 
upon us, Calls for our time and 
attention are multitudinous. De- 
cisions for Christ must be made 
While people are in a favorable 
mood and in a spiritual environ- 
ment or they may never be made. 


4. Invitations Are Practical 
They are historically justified. 
They accomplish the main end of 
the Gospel, namely, to win men 
to Christ at the earliest moment. 
Every outstanding evangelist in 
America for the lkast hundred 
years has used invitations of 
some kind. Men owned of God 
like Finney, Moody, Torrey, Chap- 
man, Sunday, Gypsy Smith and) 
Biederwolf believed in and used 
the evangelistic invitation. Most 
successful evangelistic churches 
support the use of the evangelistic 
invitation, 

People need a definite and vital 
Christian experience. If ‘they are 
brought into church membership 
by infant baptism, or through 
catechetical classes, or by some 
private meeting with a membership 
committee, they are less likely to 
be certain of their salvation than 
if they make a personal response 
to a public evangelistic invitation. 
Many professing Christians lack 
assurance of salvation because 
they cannot recall any time when 
they made a definite transaction 
with God. The evangelistic invi- 
tation brings the crisis of conscious 
committal, which is highly de- 
sirable. The writer does not 
insist that a public response is 
necessary to salvation, but he does 
believe that such a response, fol- 
lowed by careful personal work, 
brings most people te a higher de- 


they would ever have otherwise. 
Unsaved people are more in- 
clined to become Christians when 
they see others taking a public 
stand for Christ. Sometimes the 
lost are deeply moved when they 
see a loved one or friend step out 
boldly for the Lord. When one 
person moves forward, it is anol 
possible to persuade ~ others to’ 
follow, whereas, if one does not 
lead the way, no others will make 
a decision for Christ. The action 
of one unsaved person in making 
|}a public decision for Christ has a 
salutary influence upon the others. 
We forfeit this powerful leverage 
if we give no evangelistic imvita-| 
tions, 
Invitations definitely increase | 
the number of conversions and ad- 
ditions to church membership. Dr. 
William McCarrell, pastor of the. 
Cicero Bible Church, near Chicago, 
attests this fact. This church is. 
ene of the greatest Bible-teaching 
and evangelistic churches in the 
United States. It has grown to’ 
this place under the evangelistic 
ministry of Dr. McCarrell. He 
says that previous te 1922 he 
either did not give invitations at 
all, or else merely asked people 
to raise their hands. Im i922, 


jto come forward, with the result 
| that there was a greater spirit of 
revival and the church grew much 
faster than before. We know that 
evangelistic imvitations tend to 
sweep in some chaff with the 
wheat, but we believe this ob- 
jection can be largely eliminated 
if we deal carefully with inquirers. 
All methods of receiving church 
members let in some unsaved per- 
sons. WNon-evangelistic churches 
have a larger percentage of un- 
saved pépple in them than evan- 
gelistic churches have. 

In spite ‘of all we have said in 
favor of invitations, we know some 
good, sincere Christians do not’ 
believe in them. Such people hold. 


however, he begam asking people | 


that if we preach the Gospel faith- 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ee 


people howto be born again, not 
teaching salvation through = the 
blood of Christ, but teaching peo- 


ple they will have another chance, 
that the thing to do is to turn 
from the human governments and 
defy the flag of our country, and 
expect the kingdom of God on 
earth. With much sacrifice and 
with enormous giving by millions 
of people, Jehovah's Witnesses 
are getting out their false doc- 
trine and enlisting people in their 
cult, 

In Detroit, Michigan, for re- 
vival services three weeks ago I 
sat in Hotel Detroiter lobby and 
noticed a “Christian Science’ lit- 
erature rack. I1 looked over the 
free literature offered and remem- 
bered that in practically every ho- 
tel, every railroad station and 
thousands of other public build- 
ings “Christian Scientists” fur- 
nish free literature to boost a 
woman who denied the fact of 
sin, and to build up a false cult 


lieve and be saved without any 
inducements to make a_ public 
declaration. A prominent funda- 
mentalist Presbyterian minister 
answered the inquiry of a student 
in the Northern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary as follows: 

’' Since I fing no Scriptural 
basis for an invitation to ac- 
cept Christ and since I believe 
that it is contrary to New 
Testament teaching I do not 
use the invitation. It is the 
Holy Spirit working in the 
hearts through the preaching 
of the Wora that will bring 
an Outwarg manifestation of 
either inquiry or confession. 
In my meetings I invite any- 
one who is interested to speak 
to me after the meeting and 
then I leave the matter with 
God, confident that He is able 
to convict and draw without 
human coercion ang that not a 
soul will leave the meeting 
whom He would have born 
again, In other words, it is 
simply a matter of preaching 
the Word faithfully and rest- 
ing in the knowledge that His 
Word will not return to Him 
void, nor is He ever negligent. 


I believe that almost any 
speaker can So work upon the 
emotions of an audience, that 
through an invitation a great 
display may be achieved but 
it would be stramge if there 
was not some display since 
certainly the vast majority of 
Christians want to be yielded 
to the Lord, want victory over 
sin, want to be filled with the 
Spirit. In the case of the un- 
saved, an emotional appeal 
coupleqd with the impression 
that by raising the hand or 
standing heaven is gained and 
hell is forever behing them, is, 
of course, likely to get gratify- | 
ing results. 

Note that this brother does’ 
give the invitation to meet him 
privately afer the meeting. Evi- 
dently he is not so much against 
mvitations as he is against high- 
pressure appeals which sweep peo- | 
ple into a public commitment that | 
they are not spiritually prepared 
to make. We sympathize with: 
that view. However,*we have; 
moticed that some of these friends | 
who are against public evangelistic 
invitations go to almost any length 
using the appeal in personal | 
evangelism. If it is right to 
plead with a simgie sinner to re-; 
pent and receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ, why is it not right to plead | 
with a whole audience to do the 
same? The evangelistic invitation 
has more than demonstrated its 
value when used by Spirit-filled 
men. God has henored and! 
blessed its use in bringing untold 
millions of people into a genuine 
conversion experience. We freely 
admit that God is able to save 
individuals without the use of 
any human means, and He may do 
it at times, but it seems that such 
cases are exceptional. God uses | 
saved people to reach unsaved 
people. He ordains and blesses, 
various means, instruments ard | 
methods in evangelizing a wed 
world, and the evangelistic invita- | 
tion is ome of the means He has. 
chosen to wse. 
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hot,” applies in giving evangelis- 


| fully, the unsaved will hear, be- 


They Mean Business--Do You?: 


| were about twelve of ws... 


| THE LORD, she says! 


- 
that contradicts every funda- 
mental doctrine of the Bible. But 
they believe it! And they are 


spend to spread the doctrines of 
“Christian Science.” . 

THESE PEOPLE BELIEVE IN 
SPREADING LITERATURE FOR 
THEIR CULTS! Now, do you 
readers who read THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, born-again Chris- 
tians who believe in the deity of 
Christ, salvation through faith in 
the atoning blood of Christ, Heav- 
en, Hell and other great doctrines 
of the Bible-—-do you born-again 
Christians believe in getting out 
Christian literature and do you 
care as much as these misied 
people im the false cults care? 
Don’t you think it would be a 
disgrace for Bible-believing, born 
again, fundamentally-sound Chris- 
tians not te care as much about 
getting out the gospel in print as 
do Seventh Day Adventists and 
Jehovah's Witnesses and Christian 
Scientists? They care about get- 
ting out their literature. Do you 
care about getting out the gospel 
in print? If so, then I call on 
you in Jesus’ name to send im 
subscriptions for THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD during this spec- 
ial campaign now on. You may 
send subscriptions at the special 
price of eight months, thirty-five 
weekly issues, at $100. And for 
every $3.00 worth of such sub- | 
scriptions we offer you free the’ 
editor’s mew cloth bound book, 
Ged's Oure for Anxious Care. We 
are counting on the Bible-believ- 
ing Christians, the consecrated 
and devoted friends of Jesus 
Christ to send im at least 15,000 
subscriptions during this present 
brief campaign! And surely if 
you care, you will help. 


Here Is What THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD Actaally 
Does! 


Thousands of ietters tell the 
blessings which THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD brings. From 
Hills, Minnesota, a.,jady writes: 

“ ... My daughter was saved 
by reading THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, and one of my boys 
brought closer to the Lord by 
reading it. I send the paper to’ 
friends everywhere, and send in 
new subscriptions wherever I 
CaN sce” 

Here comes a letter which we 
prize. very much. Twelve-year- 
old Alice Watts of Farmington, | 
Missouri, writes: “ ... I know of; 
a few people that have been con-| 
verted and baptized by the help’ 
eof THE SWORD OF THE LORD) 
paper. I am giad we have a pa- 
per that will help people te under-’ 
Stand the Word of God. I was 
comverted a few weeks ago.” My 
sister and twin brother were also 
converted and baptized. There’ 
I 
am twelve years old, and am in 
the seventh grade...” 

That twelve-year-old girl was) 
converted and also her sister and, 
her twin brother ‘were converted | 
and baptized. And she knows of 
Several converted and led into the, 
church through THE SWORD OF: 


But THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD which helped a 


brother and sister, also helped an. 
aged man. Charles Eastland of, 


Guthrie, Oklahoma, writes, “I ‘was. 
saved through 


will soon be eighty-six years old, 
You see THE SWORD OF. 


THE LORD blesses both the old > 


and the young. 
We are giad for souls saved, of 


through the 


willing to give and suffer andf 


| Christ te save me. 


twelve-, 
year-old girl find Christ, and her, 


reading THE, 
SWORD OF THE LORD about) 
two years or more ago, and am) 
happy te say I am atill saved! I; 


| THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
But two-thirds of the messages 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
are for Christians, to bring re- 
vival, to teach the Word of God, 
to help Christians live godly 
lives. So naturally most of our 
comments are from Christians 
who have been blessed by THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. Mr. 
Pat Drago of Toronto, Canada, 
writes: “I have been receiving 
your paper for the last six months. 
Before I received your paper I 
was a Christian, but ashamed to 
tell anyone. But your paper has 
put a burning desire in my heart 
to tell everyone about the Saviour. 
At my work they all know I am 
a Christian, whereas before I used 
to hide my light...” 

Oh, may God grant that other 
thousands of readers may learn 
to let their light shine by reading 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


From Portsmouth, England, a 
Mr. F. Whorrens writes: “Here in 
England we have nothing to com- 
pare with the free and forceful 
manner in which the truth is set 
out, and you are certainly doing 
a good job of work...” 

Many from foreign countries, 
particularly England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Australia, write to 
comment on the great blessings re- 
ceived from THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Just today came a 
beautiful letter from Victoria, 
Australia. A Christian woman 
writes of hew richly she and her 
‘family are blessed through THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and 
through our books and how the 
old copies of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD are _ given to lay- 
preachers who read them to their 
friends and help get out the gos- 
pel. 

From Cebu City, the Philippine 
Islands, there comes a letter 
which rejoices the editor’s heart: 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Before I could have a copy of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, my 
faith was shaky and faltering. 
Since August of last year until 
now, with the help of the differ- 
ent sermons, and by continuous 
reading, you led me to believe and 
strengthened my faith in Jesus 
Christ as my personal Saviour. 

“Now I confess myself a poor 
lost simner. So here am now I 
repent of my sins and trust Jesus 
With His help 
I promise to live a life of a re- 


aamant sinner, and a good Chris- 


por ol I thank God that we whe 
write for THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD write earnestly and simply 
and with many Scriptures! How 
careful we are to illustrate the 
truth and make clear salvation 
by the atoning blood of Christ, 
received by simple faith, And 
our brother has found his falter- 
ing and shaky faith strengthened, 
and now he is sure that he has 
trusted Christ as his own Saviour! 
You see, THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD is good for saint and sin- 
ner alike. It brings new under- 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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| Will Pour Water 


(Continued from Page 1) 


that is thirsty, ang floods upon the 
dry ground: 1 will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my biessing 
upon thine offspring.” 

Some of you do not have enough 
water to enjoy yourselves, much 
less enough for your families. You 
do not have enough joy and peace 
and blessing ang the fulimess of 
the Spirit for your own heart. 
And, more serious and deadly, you 
do not have the power of God on 
you to win your own loved ones. 
“I will pour my spirit upon thy 
seed. and my blessing upon thine 
offsprimg,” God says. He says, ‘I 
will pour a flood of water [the 
blessing of God's Holy Spirit 
power} upon you.” But it is to 
those who are thirsty. 


Water Here Pictures Soul- 
Winning Power for 


There are a great many Scrip- 
tures that speak of the Holy Spirit 
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On Him That Is Thirsty 


Symbolized in water, and that 
takes two lines of thought. First, 
the Bible often speaks of the Holy 
Spirit as power for the Christian 
power and refreshing, and new 


life and joy for the Christian. For 


example, when Jesus died on the 
cross they thrust a spear in His 
side and there flowed out blood 
and water—-the blood for sgsalva- 
tion, but the water for the full- 
ness of the Spirit, evidently. For 
we are told in John 7:37, 38 that 
Jesus stoog and cried saying, “If 


‘any man thirst, let him come unto 


me, and drink. He that believeth 
om me, as the scripture hath said, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water.” A river of water 
flowing out from the Christian! 
Out of his innermost being, out 
of the heart-life of the Christian 
there will flow rivers’ of -water, 
rivers of power. You see, a 
Christian is light in the darkness. 
A Christian is salt in a rotting, 
spoiling world. A Christian is 
bread to a starving world. A 
Christian can have water and be 
water to a thirsty world. And in 
John 7:39 we are told, “This spake 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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READ IT! 


By all means read Dr. White- 
sell's fine article, “Why Give 
Invitations?” It is a rich, Scrip- 
tural, convincing answer to those 
who object to giving a _ public 
invitation for people to accept 
and confess Christ as Saviour. 

1. Modernists who do not be- 
lieve in regeneration naturally do 
not believe in the evangelistic 
invitation, 


2. Powerless preachers who 
never win souls do not like to 
give a public invitation, which 
woulq show up their fruitless 
ministries, 

3. Hyper-Calvinists, believing 
that those who are elected to be 
Saved will be saved without any 
effort om the part of Christians 
and who believe that it is wrong to 
invite “whosoever will’ to come 
to Christ, do not like the public 
gospel invitation. 

4. Particularly the anti-evan- 
gehst group of ultradispensa- 
tronahsts and some followers of 
Darby oppose the public invitation 
to accept and claim Christ openly. 
Some of these accuse evangelists 
of giving the invitation only to 
make a public show and to get 
more money. Among them is Dr. 
Lewis Sperry Chafer of Dallas 
Theological Seminary in the book, 
True Evangelism. Dr. Chafer says, 
page 8: 

“The unfruitful condition of 
the church has ereated a great 
temptation for the evangelist 
to be superficial in his aim and 
undertakings. His reputation, 
and often his remuneration, 
are dependent upon apparent 
results.” 

On page 10 Dr. Chafer says: 

“Again, the false or undue 
emphasis on methods is dis- 
closed by the imperative de- 
mand for some public action 
in connection with conversion, 
such as standing or going for- 
ward in a meeting.” 

To all objectors, Dr. Whitesell 
gives a kindly, intelligent, and 
faithful answer. Preachers ought 
to give invitations because they 
are biblical, they are logical, they 
are psychological, and they are 
practical. We are giad that Dr. 


With 
| the 


Reports FromAmericas OutstandingSoul Winners 


lists 


Evangelist G. P. Comer 
Methodist Evangelist 
Comer of P. O. Box 5889, Dallas, 
Texas, has been seriously ill, but 
after an operation, is recovering. 
We pray God's blessings upon him. 
In 1947 Brother Comer had 
thirteen campaigns in seven states, 
With 1,425 conversions and recla- 
mations, 439 additions to the vari- 
ous churches, 517 pledged new 
tithers, 1,172 individuals promising 
to erect family altars, and 96 
young people surrendering for full- 
time life service. God bless this 
hard-hitting, fervent evangelist. 


Evangelist Millard Box 

Dr. Joe Henry Hankins writes 
a nice word about young Evan- 
gelist Millard Box: 

“It is a distinct joy to learn 
that Brother Millard Box is 
answering the call to the evan- 
gelistic field. I have known 
Brother Box for some time ang it 
is my conviction that he is 


peculiarly suited for this type od 


work. He has a real passion for 
souls, a zeal for the Lord, im- 
plicit faith in the Word of God 
and the gospel message and is 
fearless, yet tender, in presenting 
the truth. 

“I unhesitatingly commend him 
to any church of any size wanting 
the services of a warm-hearted, 
effective evangelist.” 

Rev. Lioyd Caughran of Neosho, 
Missouri, writes commending 
Evangelist Millard Box. He tells 
of a union tent campaign on the 
courthouse lawn at Erie, Kansas, 


with large crowds and some 
twenty professions of faith. Bro- 
Whitesell gives most space _ to 


proving that imvitations are bib- 
lical. 

There are other great chapters 
in Dr. Whitsell’s book, Sixty-Five 
Evangelistic Invitations. There 
are 116 pages and the pricé is 
$1.25. 


They Mean Business--Do You? 


(Continued from Page 6) 


standing of the Word of God, in- 
creased zeal and boldness, and 
Sweet assurance of salvation. It 
makes soul winners out of nomi- 
nal Christians and bold witnesses 
out of trembling beginnners. 

Oh, if you knew what THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD does! I 
could fill this whole page with 
comments that would move your 
heart to joy and tears, if you have 
an earnest Christian heart. But 
now what are you going to do 
about this matter? With all my 
heart I labor to get out the gospel 
in print. Without any salary as 
editor I put in long hours of hard 
work. Planning, praying, seeking 
the wisdom of God I earnestly 
press this matter to get the gospel 
out everywhere there are hungry 
hearts. Now I beg you in Jesus’ 
name to come to our help! We 
want fifteen thousand subscrip- 
tions to THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD in this brief campaign. We 
have made a magnificient offer, 
with the reduced price of $1.00 for 
eight months, and a fine premium, 
the levely clothbound book, Ged’s 
Cure fer Anxious Care, free with 
$3.00 worth of subscriptions. Right 
now I am going to pray that God 
will put it on your hearts and that 
thousands of subscriptions wit 
come im at once from you who read 
this article. Do you care as much 
about getting out the gospel as 
false cults care about getting out 
their propaganda? Are you as 
interested in the gospel of Christ 
and in the work of revival as the 
communists are interested in 
spreading their trouble-making 
and Christ-dishonorimg  propa- 
ganda? They spread “The Daily 
Worker,” the communist magazine 
in every way possible. They put 
out propaganda in every agency 
they can. Now let us show that 
the people of God will make @ 
sacrifice to spread this revival 
paper everywhere possible! 

Here Is the Offer! 

Remember that the usual sub- 


i AAV'eC- 


scription price of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD is $2.00 a year. 
But now, during this special cam- 
paign, you may have the paper 
eight months, thirty-five full 
weeks, for $1.00. You may renew 
your own  ~subscription’=§ eight 
months, sixteen months, or twenty- 
four months, as long as you like, 
at this special rate, just so you do 
it now. And send $1.00 for each 


eight months you want added to 
your subseription. Even if your 
subscription is not out just now, 
just mark it “renewal,” ang we 
will add the extended subscription 
on beyond your present expiration 
date. Or you may send subscrip- 
tions to THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to as many others as you 
will, either new or renewal sub- 
scriptions, at this special rate of 
$1.00 for eight months, $2.00 for 
sixteen months, $3.00 for twenty- 
four months. That is a real saving. 
Many, many of you should send 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD to 
every family of your relatives of 
whom you have the name and the 
address. And for every $3.00 
worth of subscriptions we will send 
an extra copy of this beautiful and 
attractive gift book, God’s Cure 
for Amxious Care. These copies 
will be treasured by shut-ins, by 
sick and discouraged and troubled 
and weak Christians! So you will 
need aS many copies as you can 
for gifts. And if you are sending 
large lists of subscriptions and 


want to get some other premiums |. 


besides this book, write ys and we 
will make a special offer of $1.00 
worth of books for each $3.00 
worth of subseriptions at the spe- 
cial price. ' 


Send your subscriptions to The 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, 
Itinois. And do it today and 
make us happy! : 

In the Saviour’s name. yours, 


John R. Rice 


+ 
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G. P. | ther Caughran says about Brother 


Box. . he is a fearless, godly, 
Scriptural, spiritual, and com- 
passionate preacher of the gospel.” 

Brother Box himself writes later, 
telling of a two day's summer 
camp at “Baptist Hill” where some 
200 boys and girls of Intermediate 
and Junior age came for two days 
of study and prayer. Brother Box 
was camp preacher and saw 
twenty-four young people pub- 
hichy claim Christ as Saviour, and 
thirty-three others dedicate thes 
lives for special service. 

+ > > 


Evangelist Douglas Winn 


Evangelist Douglas Winn ef 
Martinsville. Virginia, wrote the 
editor May 8&8, telling of a good 
campaign in the Pomona Baptist 
Church in Greensboro, North 
Carolina. There were twenty-two 
saved, and eighteen rededications 
in this campaign, 

Later, Brother Winn reported « 
biessed one week meeting at the 
Riverside Baptist Church in Gra- 
ham, North Carolina. There were 
twenty-four conversions during the 
eight deys. Our brother is new 
at the Twenty-Fifth Street Bap- 
tist Church im Winston-Salem 
At the time he wrete, fourteen 
souls had already been saved. We 
have not had a final report from 
this meeting. Following this cam- 
peaign, Brother Winn goes te 
Leaksville, North -Carolina. Last 
year in a revival at this town, Ged 
gave 1139 souls, and he longs te 
see again a visitation of the Holy 
Spirit wpen that city. Pray fer 
Brother Winn. 

The Editor in Detroit 

The editor had a _ delightful 
fifteen days, May 16-30, with the 
Gilead Baptist Church, Dr. Robert 
Parr, pastor. Dr. Harry D. Clarke 
led the singing. The Smitty Girls 
Quintet of Minneapolis sang 
throughout the campaign with 
great blessing. There were many 
remarkable conversions. One wom 
an, sixty-nine, found Christ, 
brought by her aged sister. A 
man past middie life, the object 
of prayers for many years, was 
wonderfully saved, and S80 were 
many other adults. We enjoyed 
the sweet fellowship of Dr. Parr, 
his assistants, and his great 
chureh, 


Evangelist Del Fehsenfeld 


The First Baptist Church @ 
Centerville, lowa, has recently ea 
perienced a gracious revival under 
the Jeadership of Rev. Del Fehsen- 
felg of St. Louis, Missouri, Rew 
Luther W. Childs, the pastor, re- 
ports. His messages appealed te 
the hearts of the people and at- 
tracteg large crowds. From al 
most the first night souls were 
saved. During the two weeks 
of revival services, there were 
about fifty professions of faith m 
Christ. Rev. Harry Bundy @ 


Los Angeles led the singing fer 


Many are asking 
invited 


the campaign. 
that these two men be 
for a return engagement. 

Rev. Hubert Kari, pastor e 
Covey Hill Baptist Church in Paw 
Paw, Michigan, writes_of a bles 
ed revival in his church, con- 
ducted by Evangelist Fehsenfeld 
the first two weeks of March 
There were thirty-six professions 
of faith and five reclamationa, 
according to the pastor’s report. 
He says about Brother Fehsenfeld: 
“ he is a man of God, fearless, 
having a compassion for souls, 
dynamic in preaching and com- 
victing in his messages. People 
are either stirred to action @ 
they are moved to conviction .. .” 


Evangelist Rolfe Barnard 


Evangelist Rolfe Barnard, whe 
is for a period on the faculty af 
Piedmont Bible Institute at 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
wrote May 1 that he had just 
closed a three week’s meeting, 
with seven churches, in West Vir 
ginia. He reports that great 
crowds attended, and approxi- 
mately 325 were saved 
union campaign. 
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| Will Pour Water 
On Him That Is Thirsty 


(Continued from Page 7) 


he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive: for 
the Holy Ghost was not Vet given; 
because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified.” Christian, are you 
thirsty? God wants you to come 
and find the fullness of God. 

Do you know the saddest fact 
about Christianity in this day? 
Somebody says it is the fact that 
we are divided up into denomina- 
tions. No, that is not the worst 
part. Somebody says it is ignor- 
ance of the Bible. No, that is bad 
enough; but that is not the worst 


part. Another says it is worldli- 
ness in the churches, No, that is 
not the worst part. Somebody 
else says it is infidelity in the 
pulpit--and God knows that very | 


little surely could be worse than | 
that. But this is worse than that. | 
The terrible curse and blight on us | 
today is that we who believe the 
Bible. we who are born again, we 
who try to be true to Christ are 
dead and cold and have no power, 
have no miracle in our lives, and 
cannot win anybody to Christ. 
God never depended on the infidels 
to have revivals. God never de- 
pended on the outside world to 
have revivals. The sad fact is, the 
only people God coulq depend on 
are Bible-believing Christians, the | 
people who these days make SO | 
little of the power of God and have 
so little of the power of God. 

D. L. Moody once said, “How 
foolish to try to do God's work 
without God’s power.”” How foolish | 
it is to try to do miracles with-_| 
out God's power, to try to make 
black hearts white without God's | 
power, to try to make drunkards | 
sober, harlots pure, infidels into | 
believers, sinners into saints, with- 
out a miracle of God’s power. 

In the little book, By My Spirit, 
Dr. Jonathan Goforth said, ““Hav- 
ing begun in the Spirit” (you) 
know it was by the Spirit that 
you were saved, It was by the 
Spirit that you were made a child 


of God. You were born of the 
Spirit). “Having begun in the 
Spirit,” said Dr. Goforth, “tiow 


can you continue in the flesh?” 
Listen to me! There is not any 
way a Christian can please God, 
not any way he can please Him— 
in teaching the Word, or winning 
@ouls, or any other way—except 
by the power of God a super- 
natural enduement of the Holy 
Spirit. We need to be filleq with 
the Spirit of God! God says, “I 
will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground: I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring.” God wants 
His people to hunger and thirst 
for the power of God.. And we 
can have it! 

“I will pour water on him that 
ia thirsty” is another way of 
promising the Pentecost of revival 
that Gog wants us to have. And 
I simply mean by that a fresh 
enduement of power like they had 
at Pentecost and souls saved like 
they had at Pentecost. If we are 
to have that, we must have the 
power of the Spirit of God upon 
us. In Luke 24:49 we’ are told, 
“But tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued 
with power from on high.” That 
was the command of Christ to 
the apostles. But you can change 
the name of the place and God is 
saying to you, too, wherever you 
are; ‘Wait on God for His blessing 
ang power, and you will be fit for 
service—-but not otherwise!’ “I 
will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground: I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring.” God wants 
His people to be filled with the 
Spirit! 

Somebody says, “How can you 
know whether or not you are 
filled with the Spirit?” This is 
a strange thing, but these days so 
little is made of this teaching so 
often repeated in the Bible that 
people have no idea how a person 
would know he was filled with the 
Spirit of God. Yet Dr. R. A. 
Torrey in his books, What the 
Bible Teaches and The Holy Spirit, 
Who He Is and What He Does, 
emphatically says that the fullness 
of the Spirit-is a blessing subse- 


may know whether or not you have 
received. Oh, you may know 
whether or not you are filled with 
the Spirit of God. Don't you 
think that, when they had three 
thousand saved at Pentecost, they 
knew? I am not now talking 
about some unusual sign. I am 
talking about the power of.- God, 
the fullness of God's power to 
make you a soul winner. 


If you are a farmer, don’t you 
know when your gYround is dry 
and bare, and when it is wet with 
rain? Don’t you know, dear 
Christian friend, whether you are 
fruitless and powerless and cold 
and withered, or power-filled and 
winning souls? Don’t you know 
whether the freshness of Gog is 
upon you? Don’t you know 
‘Thether there flows out from you 


ariver? “A river,” the Bible says 

“Out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water.” Don’t you 
know whether there flows out 


floods and streams of blessing so 


} that sinners are converted and so 


that everybody else around you 
is blessed and revived and moved? 
The plain simple truth is that 


God's people need to hunger and 


thirst after His blessing, and have 
it. 
This Blessing Only for the 
Thirsty! 


The promise is: “I will pour 


|water upon him» that is thirsty.” 


I wonder, are you thirsty? Do 
you really want the power of God 
upon you? It may mean ostracism. 


It may mean that you will be 
counted a ‘nut’ and a fool. It may 
mean that you will need to be so 
plain in your speech that people 
will not like it. But, oh, I wonder, 
are you really thirsty! 


How many times the Bible talks 
about this! It says, “As the heart 
panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O 
God” (Psa. 42:1). Do you feel 
that way? Remember that Jesus 
said “They which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness... shall 
be filled” (Matt. 5:6). Are you 
hungry and is your heart thirsting 
for the péwer of the Holy Spirit? 


In a wonderful book, an an- 
notated bibliography of the life of 
D. L. Moody, by Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith and published by Moody 
Press, is a letter by Mrs. Sarah A. 
Cooke, the woman who talked to 
D. L. Moody and told him he need- 
ed power. She told how Moody 
and these two women, Mrs. Cooke 
and a Mrs. Hawxhurst, met to- 
gether to pray. She told how 
D. L. Moody lay on the floor and 
cried and begged God for the 
power of the Holy Spirit. For two 
long years he cried out to God, 
and one day in that short canyon 
of Wall Street, New York the 
financial center of the world, the 
power of God came upon him. 
Young Moody said, ‘My heart was 
not in the begging of money. My 
heart was crying out to God for 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit, for 
His refreshing, for His power.’ 
And suddenly the power of God 
fell upon him. There was no 
difference in the..outline of his 
sermons after that. There were 
the same illustrations and the 
same Scriptures, but there was 


a difference in power. Oh, what 
we need is not so much the chan- 
nel; we need the power of God! It 
is not so much the engines we 
need; we need the steam. It is 
not so much the forms of ortho- 
doxy and fundamentalism we need; 
we need the power thereof. O 
God, give us a refreshing from 
Heaven! 


Is your soul thirsty for the 
power of God? We may have it. 
God grant we may keep it! 

“I will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon 
the dry ground: I will pour my 
spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thine offspring.” 
Here is a picture of the whole 
family getting saved. Here is 
Joshua and his whole household. 
Here is the jailer and his whole 
family. ‘On thee and on thy seed.’ 
First, there is the blessing on 
you, and then the water is flowing 
out and out and out. 

I saw yesterday out On a golf 
course a little valley of extra 
green grass. The water had been 
turned on the green and the ground 
there had soaked up a lot of it. But 
the drippings had run down into 
the valley and there the grass was 
fresh and green, too. You can 
have a green valley in every 
direction from you if you are really 
filled with the Spirit of God. 
Sinners Who Are Thirsty May 

Have the Water of Life! 

But this Scripture also applies 
to sinners. You remember, don’t 
you, that Jesus said to the woman 
at the well, ‘If you knew who it 
is talking with you, you would 
ask Me and I would give you 
living water — living, flowing 
water.” Well, she argued with 


Him a little bit and Jesus said, 
‘The water that you drink here 
will not keep you from thirsting 
again, but he that drinketh of the 
water that I give him shall never 
thirst.’ Oh, poor, hungry soul, do 
you know what is the matter with 
you? You are thirsting for God! 
You are thirsting for peace you 
will never find anywhere else. As 
Saint Augustine said, “Our souls, 
O God, are restiess until they find 
their rest in thee.” Youcan be 
sure that this world will never 
satisfy that lack of peace, that 
burden and trouble and restless- 
ness. There is no real peace out- 
side of Jesus Christ. Oh, friend, 
I know what soul-rest is. I have 
found it in Jesus! I know how 
to be happy when one is sick or 
when one is well. I know how to™ 
be happy when one has friends 
or when one does not have friends. 
I know how to bé happy when one 
is poor or when one is well-to-do, 
when one is empty or when one 
is well fed. Oh, thank God, there 
is peace in Jesus! 


Dear sinner, are you thirsty? 
Why don’t you drink today? If 
you will cry out to God, He will 
hear you. He is ready. And there 
is a special promise to the un- 
saved: “The Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whoso- 
ever will, let him take the water 
of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). Take 
it, brother; take it today! Drink 
it down—joy and peace and re- 
demption and justification and 
sanctification and glory! Will you 
do it? Put your trust in Jesus 
Christ. let Him be the answer 
your thirsty soul needs! 


OUTSTANDING BOOKS... 


‘By JOHN R. RICE, D.D., Litt.D. 
THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage and Children 


CHAPTER TITLES 


. Marriage and Home. 
. Courtship and the Danger of Petting. 


. Principles of a Successful and Happy 
Marriage. 


ew 


4. Somé Things That Should Delay Mar- 


riage, , 
5. Some Should Never Marry. 


6. Man, God’s Deputy as Head of the 
Home. 


7. Wives Should be Subject to Husbaad, 
8. Letter to a Young Husband. 

9. Normal Sex Life in Marriage, 

10. The Blessing of Children, 

ll. Birth Control. 


12. Correction and Discipline of Children. 
13. ‘‘Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother.”’ 


14. Family Worship in the Home, 
15. Prayer in the Home. 

16. Teaching Children the Bible, 

17. Winning Children to Christ. 

18. Character Building in the Home. 


19. Cooperating with Church, School and 
Community, 


20. Adultery, the Ruin of Marriage and 
Morals. 


21. Divorce, the Wreck of Marriage. 


22. Making Christ the Head of the Home, 


A Bible manual of 22 chapters. 


381 large pages. 


“Every Christian parent who reads this 380-page 
handbook on vital subjects will be thankful that Dr. Rice 
has had the courage, energy, perseverance, and grace to 


write it. 


It is probably one of the best and most com- 


plete discussions of these topics from the Bible viewpoint 


that has been written—certainly in recent years. 


It is 


marked by tenderness, sympathy, warmth of feeling, and 
a sense of humor, and yet strict adherence to the Scrip- 
tures,” says SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


“In this volume Dr. Rice speaks as a pastoral coun- 
selor on questions that many ministers studiously avoid. 


He is both Scriptural and practical. 
eration of many of its chapters, coupled with a sincere 


A careful consid- 


desire to practice the truth therein set forth, might save 
many a family from shipwreck, 


“While Dr. Rice is always frank and straightforward, 


he is not rude or vulgar. 


No one will find his or her 


sensibilities offended by what is here set forth plainly 
on subjects which are often considered taboo among 
modest people.”—H. A. IRONSIDE, D.D., Litt:D., Pastor 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago. 


“It is definitely a must. book.”--HYMAN J. APPELMAN, 


PRAYER -- Asking and Receiving 


328 pages, fifth edition, 90,000 printed. 
a 


on prayer. 


America’s best-seller 


MOODY MONTHLY saidw“Mb you want your faith révived, your 
courage strengthened, youlgyeision clarified, your heart enlarged and 


kindled, and your prayer life lifted to a high spiritual 
Then read this book.” Price 


plane? 
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REVIVAL APPEALS 


Sixteen thrilling sermons to the unsaved, preached in great revival 


campaigns. 
New York, and Cleveland, Ohio. 
S21 POSES, PTICE cvecoccccece e8 


Includes pictures of great révival crowds in Buffalo, 


a 


TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES 


Twelve great doctrines, including inspiration and scientific accuracy 
of the Bible, sin, security of a believer, the Sabbath, the Holy Spirit, 
Christ's second coming, etc. Dr. Robert G. Lee, Memphis, wrote the 


charming and pungent introduction, 


177 pages. Price 


+] 50 


“AND GOD REMEMBERED...” 


Six devotional messages in beautiful gift edition. Challenging, faith- 


inspiring, comforting. Chapter titles are: 
. ,’ “Tears in Heaven,” “Behold the Man!” ‘Where Is the Lord 
of Elijah?” “The Exceeding Abundantly Able God,” “The Torn 
Veil.” 127 pages, clothbound, beautifully printed jacket in 
An ideal gift. Get several at only ... 


God 


purple and lavender. 


“And God Remembered 
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HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL 


By six leading evangelists: Dys. Hyman Appelman, Bob Jones, Sr., 
John R. Rice, Joe Henry Hankins, Jesse M. Hendley, Robert J. Wells. 
Stirring impassioned lectures about the price of revival, the power 
of the Holy Spirit, revival preaching, advertising, music, organiza. 
tion and methods. “These lectures rank with the Lectures on Revival 


by Charles G. Finney published years ago... ,” says 
famous pastor-Bible teacher, 400 large pages. Price ....ee.. 


“— 


Includes marriage certifi- 
eate, family record, Madon- 
na-like picture of the au- 
thor’s wife and baby. Ideal 


gift. Beautiful red cloth, 
stamped im gold, attractive 
jacket, se 
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214 W. Wesley,Wheaton, Iil. 
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